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RIMS’ initiatives include (but are not limited to) the  
following House (H) and Senate (S) bills: 

•	 H-5385 would prohibit the sale of tobacco products in a 
facility that also includes a licensed health care facility. 
(For example, this measure would address the potential 
incongruity of a drug store selling cigarettes next to an 
in-store clinic.)

•	 H-5413 would establish a loan-repayment program  
to help Rhode Island attract and retain physicians. 

•	 H-5453/S-0548 would protect physicians against abuse  
by so-called “silent PPOs,” which illegitimately exploit 
fee discounts that the physician may have granted  
contractually to others.

•	 H-5502/S-0248 would permit Physician Assistants to 
participate in emergency care and disaster relief with 
immunity from liability and with flexible provisions 
regarding physician supervision. 

•	 S-0709 would incorporate the American College of  
Surgery definition of “surgery” into Rhode Island’s  
medical practice act. 

•	 H-5548 would impose a tax on sugary beverages. 

•	 H-5778 would fine-tune RIMS’ existing “prompt  
processing” law by reducing the turnaround time for 
electronic claims to a maximum of three days. 

•	 S-0575 is RIMS’ omnibus liability reform legislation  
addressing the statute of limitations, prejudgment  
interest, admissibility of certain communications  
(“I’m sorry” provision) and other improvements in  
the conduct of liability cases. 

Payments to physicians and hospitals 
Besides RIMS’ own H-5453 (see above), RIMS is encouraged 
to see a number of legislative initiatives from others this 
year that reflect the heightened public awareness of the 
payment inequities and imbalances that handicap Rhode 
Island health care.  
	 One such bill, H-5608, would require insurers to pay 
physicians at least 125% of Medicare, provided the physi-
cian sees Medicaid and RIteCare patients and devotes at 
least 5% of her or his practice to providing free care. More-
over, the bill would put into the law books some of the re-
curring themes of RIMS’ advocacy for physicians in recent 
years, including the persistent regional payment inequities, 
Rhode Island’s resulting disadvantage in recruitment and 
retention, and the dangers these conditions pose to Rhode 
Islanders.   
	 However, H-5608 also points up some of the difficul-
ties of reforming physician payment through legislation. 
For example, how would one measure “5% free care” to 
“the uninsured”? Moreover, given the fundamental flaws 
of SGR and the 21% cut in Medicare physician payments 
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How to find information about 
a legislative bill online
 
The General Assembly’s website is known as 
the Rhode Island Legislative Information Net-
work: www.rilin.state.ri.us. (You can get there 
through the Medical Society’s website, www. 
rimed.org: click on “Links” at the top, then on 
“RI State Government” at the left, and finally 
on “Rhode Island General Assembly.”)  
	 Click on “Legislation” in the horizontal bar 
at top. The rest is fairly self-evident, except for 
the odd term “Public Laws,” which has a special 
and limited meaning in Rhode Island. “Public 
laws” are recently passed laws that have not 
yet been incorporated into the General Laws of 
Rhode Island. (The “General Laws” are the full 
body of statutes that are currently in force in 
Rhode Island, excluding any “Public Laws” that 
have been enacted but have yet to be integrated 
into the General Laws.) 
	 Finding a particular bill is easy if you know 
the bill’s number, but it can be difficult if you 
do not. Also, quite a few days can pass between 
the introduction of a bill and the time it is as-
signed a number and thus becomes accessible. 
Bills can also be located under the name of their 
lead sponsor (click on “Bill Status”) or by doing 
a search using key words, though this method 
can get tedious.  
	 You can track the progress of a bill (hear-
ings, votes, amendments) through the General 
Assembly website too. As bills are amended, 
the updated versions are posted on the website, 
often as “Substitute A” or “Substitute B” of the 
original bill. 
	 The General Assembly website is also use-
ful for identifying your own legislators (every 
Rhode Island resident is represented in the  
General Assembly by one State Representative 
and one State Senator) and communicating  
with them. v


