
John Fernandez appointed President, CEO at Lifespan
Currently president of Mass Eye and Ear, president of Mass General Brigham Integrated Care

PROVIDENCE – JOHN FERNANDEZ 
has been named the fourth presi-
dent and chief executive officer of 
Lifespan, beginning in early 2023. 
Lifespan’s board of directors voted 
unanimously to approve Fernandez,  
who is currently president of Mass 
Eye and Ear and president of Mass 

General Brigham Integrated Care, both located in Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Fernandez will succeed Timothy J. Babineau, MD, who 
stepped down on May 31 after 10 years at the helm. 

“These are unprecedented times in healthcare, and we need 
a transformative leader who has the vision and expertise to 
guide Lifespan’s future strategic direction,” said LAWRENCE 

A. AUBIN, SR., chairman of Lifespan’s board of directors. “All 
the candidates were exceptional and came from major academ-
ic medical centers in extremely competitive markets, but John 
Fernandez stood out as the leader that Lifespan needs during 
this time.”

Aubin added, “I’m confident that John has what it takes to 
lead Lifespan through the unprecedented headwinds that all 
healthcare organizations are experiencing across the country. 
He has demonstrated he is a versatile and engaged leader who 
can anticipate future possibilities and translate them into break-
through strategies for Lifespan. John has the ability to mobilize 
an organization around focused goals and objectives, while also 
improving employee engagement and the patient experience.”

Fernandez will guide Lifespan’s strategic direction, build 
upon its already strong quality and safety program, and focus on 
Lifespan’s ambulatory footprint to make sure patients receive 
the best possible care in the most appropriate setting. He will 
continue to work toward better alignment with physicians and 
to create and foster an environment that advances innovation, 
transformation, and calculated risk-taking. He will continue 
Lifespan’s work to develop relationships focused on embracing 
unique patient and community needs and continue to build a 
diverse and inclusive culture at Lifespan to ensure our employee 
base is representative of our community.

Fernandez’s appointment comes after an extensive nation-
al search that was led by a nine-member search committee 
comprised of board members, physicians, management, and 
Life-span’s community and academic partners including the 
Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University. The search 

committee gathered input from dozens of individuals includ-
ing senior leaders, employees, physicians, board members, 
community leaders and other key stakeholders to identify the 
opportunities and challenges facing Lifespan, as well as the qual-
ifications and leadership competencies for the next president.

About John Fernandez
Presently John Fernandez serves as president of two organi-
zations that are part of the Mass General Brigham healthcare 
system.

Fernandez is President of Mass Eye and Ear, one of the nation’s 
largest specialty hospitals, exclusively dedicated to academic  
research, training and treatment for conditions that impair  
vision, hearing and other disorders of the eyes, ears, nose, throat, 
head and neck. 

Fernandez also serves as President of Mass General Brigham 
Integrated Care, a Mass General Brigham entity formed in 2019 
with a mission to bring lower cost health care closer to where 
patients live.

Fernandez has excelled throughout his career and has a 
demonstrated track record of increasing health care options and 
improving health services. He led key strategic initiatives for 
Mass General Brigham to provide greater access to ambulatory 
services in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and other states, in-
cluding the design, planning, and opening of a multi-specialty 
ambulatory care and surgical center in Salem, NH. 

During his 16-year tenure at Mass Eye and Ear John designed 
and led a strategic plan that increased surgical volume by more 
than 70%; grew research funding from $18 million to $72 mil-
lion; and brought Mass Eye and Ear world-class care closer to 
patients, by increasing the number of physician office sites from 
four to 22. John led a $252 million capital campaign to advance 
science and fund life-changing medical research. In 2018, he  
executed on a vision for Mass Eye and Ear to become a member 
hospital of Mass General Brigham.

Prior to his Mass Eye and Ear appointment, Fernandez served 
as vice president at Brigham and Women’s Hospital for sever-
al areas including surgical services, imaging, cancer, pathol-
ogy, laboratory and network development. He is the chair of 
the Conference of Boston Teaching Hospitals (COBTH) and a  
member of the Boston Public Health Commission board.

Fernandez received a bachelor’s degree in political science from 
The College of Wooster in Ohio and a master’s degree in govern-
ment administration from the University of Pennsylvania. v
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Physiatrist Ron Avraham, MD, 
joins pain medicine team at 
University Orthopedics 

EAST PROVIDENCE – University Orthope-
dics recently announced the addition of 
board-certified physical medicine & re-
habilitation physician RON AVRAHAM,  

MD, who is seeing patients at the prac-
tice’s Massachusetts locations in Plym-
outh and Raynham.

While specializing primarily in spinal conditions, Dr. Avra-
ham treats all types of pain. He has comprehensive training 
and experience performing a number of fluoroscopically-guid-
ed spine procedures such as nerve blocks, radiofrequency abla-
tions, and epidural steroid injections to manage and treat neck 
and low back pain. In addition, he is trained and proficient in 
the use of ultrasound imaging for musculoskeletal injections 
including peripheral joints, peripheral nerve blocks, and myo-
fascial and tendon injections including the use of regenerative 
medicine therapies such as Platelet Rich Plasma (PRP) and Bone 
Marrow Aspirate Concentrate Stem Cells (BMAC).

Dr. Avraham completed a fellowship training in Interven-
tional Pain at Arizona Pain Treatment Centers in Phoenix, AZ. 
Prior to that, he received his medical degree from Rutgers New 
Jersey Medical School in Newark, NJ, then completed his in-
ternship in Internal Medicine at Flushing Hospital in Queens, 
NY, before pursuing residency training in Physical Medicine & 
Rehabilitation (PM&R) at Temple University/Moss Rehab in  
Philadelphia, PA. v

Brent Emigh, MD, joins 
Brown Surgical Associates’ 
Division of Trauma and 
Surgical Critical Care
PROVIDENCE – Brown Surgical As-
sociates today announced it is wel-
coming fellowship-trained trauma 
surgeon BRENT EMIGH, MD to the 
practice’s Division of Trauma and 
Surgical Critical Care.

A trauma, burn, acute, and critical care surgeon, Dr. Emigh’s 
professional interests include research in trauma outcomes and 
value-based care in acute care surgery.

He earned his medical degree from the University College 
Dublin, Ireland. He completed his residency in general surgery 
at the Dell Medical School at The University of Texas at Austin. 
Dr. Emigh went on to complete his fellowship training in trau-
ma surgery and critical care at LAC+USC Medical Center and 
the University of Southern California. v

Timothy D. Murtha, MD, 
joins Brown Surgical 
Associates’ Division of 
Surgical Oncology

PROVIDENCE – Brown Surgical Asso-
ciates recently announced it is wel-
coming fellowship-trained surgeon 
TIMOTHY D. MURTHA, MD, MPH 
to the practice’s Division of Surgical 
Oncology.

Specialized in the field of surgical oncology in both the re-
search laboratory and the clinical setting, Dr. Murtha has a 
particular interest in improving the diagnosis and treatment of 
malignancies of the pancreas, liver, and biliary system. He has 
made multiple important contributions to the oncology liter-
ature and has published manuscripts that have furthered the 
field’s understanding of pancreatic tumors, melanoma, adreno-
cortical carcinoma, thyroid cancer, and other diseases.

Dr. Murtha earned his medical degree from Tufts Univer-
sity School of Medicine. He then joined the surgical residen-
cy program at Yale School of Medicine where he completed a 
post-doctoral research fellowship at the Yale Endocrine Neopla-
sia Laboratory and obtained a Master of Health Science studying 
the genetic drivers of Adrenocortical Carcinoma. Dr. Murtha 
went on to round out his training through the Complex Gen-
eral Surgical Oncology Fellowship program at Memorial Sloan  
Kettering Cancer Center in New York City. v
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Linda Hurley, CODAC CEO, 
receives 2022 Lifetime 
Achievement Award  
from Rhode Island Public 
Health Association

CRANSTON – CODAC Behavioral 
Healthcare is proud to announce 
that LINDA HURLEY, CODAC 
President and CEO, has been award-
ed the 2022 Lifetime Achievement 

Award by The Rhode Island Public Health Association, an affil-
iate of the American Public Health Association. The award was 
presented at 25th Annual Meeting of The Rhode Island Public 
Health Association on November 15, 2022, at Rhodes on the 
Pawtuxet in Cranston, RI.

The award is presented to an individual who has made signif-
icant contributions to advance the public’s health at a national, 
state, or local level. Selection criteria is based upon recognition 
by a group of professionals, public health peers long familiar 
with the development and advancement of public health in 
Rhode Island.

Specifically, Linda was recognized for pioneering and leading 
efforts at the organization, state, and national levels to devel-
op and promote comprehensive, accessible, non-stigmatizing  
addiction care for all.

Linda has worked in substance abuse treatment and behavior-
al healthcare for more than 30 years. She has been with CODAC 
since 1991 and was named CODAC’s President/CEO in 2016. 
Under her leadership, CODAC was the first Opioid Treatment 
Program (OTP) in the nation to receive Health Home certifi-
cation and the first OTP in RI to be designated as a Center of 
Excellence. Furthermore, Linda established a first of its kind 
comprehensive Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) Program 
for corrections in the nation, a recognized Tobacco Cessation 
program, one of the first HCV treatment programs embedded in 
an OTP and launched a first in the nation medical mobile unit 
approved to dispense all three FDA-approved medications for the 
treatment of OUD.  She has been a leader in working to effect 
policy change in RI, serving on numerous boards and coalitions. 
Linda has also been called as a consultant for state and feder-
al agencies, including the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Administration (SAMHSA) and the United States Senate. v

Westerly Hospital earns “A” Hospital Safety 
Grade from Leapfrog Group

WESTERLY – Westerly Hospital has earned an “A” Hospital Safe-
ty Grade from The Leapfrog Group in a bi-annual report card 
released today. This national distinction celebrates Westerly 
Hospital’s achievements in protecting hospital patients from 
preventable harm and errors.

Westerly Hospital has a long tradition of patient safety. 
For example, all staff, physicians and volunteers complete 
“high reliability” training adapted from the aviation and oth-
er high-risk industries. This past year, care teams at Westerly 
Hospital launched and participated in successful initiatives fo-
cused on reducing hospital acquired infections and preventing  
patient falls.

“Providing high quality and safe care to our patients is why 
we exist,” said PATRICK L. GREEN, president and CEO, West-
erly Hospital. “Our care teams are diligent in their efforts to en-
sure that we our patients receive the greatest of care in a healing 
environment that puts safety and quality first.”

“To be recognized as an “A’ hospital is a great accomplishment 
for the entire organization it further demonstrates our commit-
ment to improving the health of the communities we so proud-
ly serve,” Green added. “When it comes to the health of our 
patients it matters where they get their care and we are thankful 
for the trust of the patients and families who choose Westerly 
Hospital with the knowledge that safety is our top priority.”

The Leapfrog Group is an independent national watchdog or-
ganization with a 10-year history of assigning letter grades to 
hospitals throughout the United States, based on a hospital’s 
ability to prevent medical errors and harm to patients. Hospital 
Safety Grade results are based on more than 30 national perfor-
mance measures and are updated each fall and spring.

To see Westerly Hospital’s full grade details and to access 
patient tips for staying safe in the hospital, visit Hospital 
SafetyGrade.org. v

PEOPLE / PLACES

85D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2   R H O D E  I S L A N D  M E D I C A L  J O U R N A L   R I M J  A R C H I V E S  |  D E C E M B E R  I S S U E  W E B P A G E  |  R I M S

Recognition

http://rimed.org/rimedicaljournal-archives.asp
http://www.rimed.org/rimedicaljournal-2022-12.asp
https://www.rimedicalsociety.org

	COVER
	CONTENTS-Theme
	CONTENTS–Contributions
	CONTENTS–Features, News, People
	IBD-Shapiro, Rupawala, Shah
	IBD-Subedi
	IBD-Ley
	IBD-Rupawala
	IBD-Anto
	IBD-Rehman
	IBD-Shapiro
	IBD-Kogan
	CASE-Kingrey
	CASE-Xiong
	IMAGES-Merhi
	CONTRIBUTION-Kothadia
	HEALTH-Weidele
	HEALTH–Vital Statistics
	GUEST EDITORS
	COMMENTARY-Binder
	PERSPECTIVE-Nguyen
	WE ARE READ EVERYWHERE
	RIMS NEWS
	NEWS
	PEOPLE/PLACES
	OBITUARIES

