
Obituary

HENRY G. MAGENDANTZ, MD,  
85, of Butler Avenue, passed 

away peacefully with his loving family by 
his side on January 27, 2022 at HopeHealth 
Hulitar Hospice Center, Providence. He 
was the husband of Kathy Jellison and the 
late Ann (Rotch) Magendantz.

Dr. Magendantz was an obstetrician/gy-
necologist for the Rhode Island Group Health Association and 
Harvard Pilgrim Health. He would later work for OB/GYN Asso-
ciates, Providence, before entering private practice. Dr. Magen-
dantz was a fertility specialist and was involved in the delivery 
of more than 3,000 infants over the course of his long career. He 
served as an attending at Miriam Hospital, Rhode Island Hos-
pital, and Women & Infants Hospital. He was also a Clinical 
Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Warren 
Alpert Medical School of Brown University.

A graduate of Phillips Exeter Academy, Class of 1954, Dr. 
Magendantz earned his bachelor’s degree from Harvard College, 
Class of 1958, and his MD from the Duke University School of 
Medicine, Class of 1962.

From 1968-1970, he was a U.S. Army Major serving in the 
Army Medical Corps at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

A longtime member of Central Congregational Church, he 
served as a deacon, and was a member of numerous commit-
tees. In addition, he was a member of the Nature Conservancy, 
the Audubon Society, the American Fertility Society and the 
American Civil Liberties Union.

Besides his wife, he is survived by one daughter, Elisa Bar-
ton of London, England; three sons, Eric Magendantz of Win-
ter Park, Florida, Christopher Magendantz of West Hartford, 
Connecticut and Nicholas Magendantz of Barrington; one sis-
ter, Margaret Magendantz, PhD, of Cambridge, Massachusetts; 
three daughters-in-law, Sheila Tekavec, Kristin Magendantz and 
Kimberly Magendantz; one son-in-law, Samuel Barton and nine 
grandchildren.

A celebration of his life will be held later this year at Cen-
tral Congregational Church, Providence. Private burial will be 
in Swan Point Cemetery, Providence. In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions in his memory to Planned Parenthood–R.I. Chapter, 
175 Broad Street, Providence, R.I. 02903, or to NARAL, 1725 
Eye Street NW, Suite 900, Washington, D.C. 20006 would be 
appreciated. For the online guest book, please visit www.bel-
lowsfuneralchapel.com. The family would like to thank Miriam 
Hospital and Wingate Residences for their outstanding care. v

HopeHealth achieves SAGECare Platinum credential for serving LGBT elders

Recognition

PROVIDENCE – HopeHealth has earned the highest national cre-
dential for cultural competency in serving and supporting old-
er adults who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender 
(LGBT).

Last year, more than 80% of HopeHealth staff completed one 
hour of SAGECare training covering an overview of the needs, 
concerns and unique history of LGBT older adults and how to 
improve the quality of care provided to them. The curriculum 
was developed by SAGE, the country’s oldest and largest LGBT 
advocacy and services organization.

Additionally, at least 80% of HopeHealth’s leadership team 
completed four hours of SAGECare training. By meeting the 
80% benchmark, HopeHealth achieved platinum status. 

“We have always prioritized person-centered support and 
care,” HopeHealth President & CEO DIANA FRANCHITTO said. 
“Now by partnering with SAGECare, we are demonstrating our 

strong commitment to providing the best care possible while 
making each patient feel comfortable being who they are.”

The 80% training standard has symbolic importance because 
an estimated 80% of the general population rely on legal or 
blood-related family members for caregiving. But LGBT people 
are twice as likely to live alone and four times less likely to have 
children, which can increase their risk of social isolation as they 
age. Loneliness and isolation have been shown to be associated 
with poor physical and mental health.

LGBT older adults may face challenges in seeking and receiv-
ing adequate and inclusive care or aging-related social services 
due to the inability to rely on traditional family supports. As 
a 2021 SAGECare Platinum credentialed provider, HopeHealth 
staff now have the communication tools and information need-
ed to create a culture of dignity and respect for all their patients 
and their relationships in older age. v
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