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Six decades ago, the editors of the Rhode Island Medical 

Journal (RIMJ) published news briefs on public health sta-

tistics, vaccine data, and population and employment trends 

under the heading “Did You Know?” 

Below are samples from 1960–1968 issues of RIMJ. 

Did You Know?

Tuberculosis

•	 That there were more than 55,000 new active cases of 
tuberculosis reported in 1960, a rate of almost 31 cases 
per 100,000 and a five percent decline over 1959. 

•	 The authorities say with the present available means  
of control, the rate should be a decline of 10 percent. 

Hunters/gunshot wounds

•	 400 hunters will lose their lives as a result of acciden-
tal gunshot wounds, and that six times that many will 
be injured by gunshot in 1964.

•	 Of America’s 17 million hunters, 1.3 million  
are women.
(Health Insurance Institute)

Nation Gets Younger, Older 

•	 The population of the United States is exploding, 
younger and aging – all at once. 

•	 By 1970, the number of young people under the age  
of 20 will reach 87 million people according to  
population experts. 

•	 People 65 and older will reach an estimated 80 million 
by 1970. By then half the population of this country 
will be under 20 or over 65.

Frostbite

•	 According to the American Medical Association, the 
first signs of frostbite are “pins and needles” prickly 
feeling, then numbness, with the skin turning white 
or gray, and later red.

•	 Thawing the frozen tissues can best be accomplished 
by getting the victim indoors into a warm room.

•	 The frozen part should be treated with gentleness – 
not rubbed or massaged. 

•	 Rubbing snow or ice water on the frozen part does 
more harm than good by delaying thawing.

Polio strikes 59 times in ’65, record low

•	 Poliomyelitis struck 59 times last year in the United 
States, the Health Insurance Institute said recently.  
This is a record low for polio, the dread disease which 
only a few years ago took a heavy toll in this country.

•	 The 1965 incidence nearly halves the 116 cases registered 
in 1964, the previous low year for polio.

•	 The Institute, citing from recent U.S. Public Health 
Service provisional data, noted that ten hears before – in 
1955, when the Salk Vaccine was approved for general use 
– 28,985 polio cases were reported.  (See Figure 1, above.)

Poison

•	 Some 500,000 children accidentally poison themselves 
each year.

•	 Poison is the No. 1 killer of preschool children; aspirin 
accounts for most poisoning deaths of children under five. 

•	 Other hazardous products are cleaning agents, paint, 
turpentine, and petroleum-based products.

Employment Outlook

•	 Employment outlook for persons interested in health 
service occupations should be exceedingly bright for  
the next ten years.

•	 There should be ample opportunities through 1975 for 
those wishing to be doctors, dentists, nurses, hospital 
administrators, dietitians, physical therapists, etc.

•	 An estimated 40,000 nurses a year will be needed  
through 1970 to fill new positions and replace nurses  
who retire or die.
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Vintage Vaccine Ad – 1960 
In the January 1960 issue of the Rhode Island 

Medical Journal this cartoon ran advertising 

the benefits of Tetravax, a single inoculation 

with combined diphtheria and tetanus toxoids 

and pertussis and poliomyelitis vaccines,  

manufactured by Merck & Co.

Redbeard sponge, a marine species that 

lives in the Atlantic Ocean, from Cape Cod 

to Cape Hatteras.

[WIKIMEDIA , CRE ATIVE COMMONS]

Vintage Editorial in RIMJ: 1967
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