
IN THE NEWS

HopeHealth Hulitar Hospice Center completes expansion

PROVIDENCE – Rhode Island’s only free-
standing hospice center has increased its 
capacity by 25% with the completion of 
a yearlong construction project to address 
the region’s growing demand for special-
ized end-of-life care.

The HopeHealth Hulitar Hospice Cen-
ter is now a 30-bed inpatient unit after 
finishing the approximately $3 million 
expansion project in July. The project 
added six beds to the original 24-bed unit, 
located on the second and third floors 
of HopeHealth’s headquarters at 1085 
North Main St., Providence. The project 
maintained the building’s 50,000 square 
foot footprint.

“This much-needed expansion meets 
an important community need for addi-
tional capacity,” said HopeHealth Pres-
ident & CEO DIANA FRANCHITTO. 
“We were also able to refurbish exist-
ing patient rooms after a decade of high 
utilization.”

Most hospice patients prefer to spend 
their last days at home or in a home-like 
setting with loved ones by their side. The 
Hulitar Hospice Center provides a home-
like environment for hospice patients 
who require acute inpatient care, as their 
symptoms progress and cannot be safely 
and comfortably managed at home.

“The focus of the Hulitar Hospice 
Center is not just the patient but the 
family,” said HopeHealth Chief Medical 
Officer EDWARD MARTIN, MD, MPH.  

Exterior of the Center located at 1085 North Main St. in Providence.

“It’s a calm and peaceful environment. 
Sometimes families are concerned about 
moving their loved one, but universally, 
once they get here, they’re so glad they 
did. It makes such a big difference.”

The project reconfigured the layout of 
the inpatient unit so that there are now 
15 rooms each on the second and third 
floors. New flooring, paint, and carpeting 
refreshed all rooms, staff and family gath-
ering areas. The second floor has a ren-
ovated interfaith chapel. The third floor 

now has a relocated nurses station, reno-
vated kitchen facilities and a dining area, 
and larger areas for staff, as well as new 
rooms where grief counselors can meet 
with families to provide support. 

The HopeHealth Hulitar Hospice Cen-
ter remained operational throughout the 
construction, which coincided with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The center also 
continued to allow visitors during the 
pandemic so they could be with their 
loved one in their last days. v

The Four Seasons room. Third-floor nurses station.
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Miriam receives $11.1M grant to fund COBRE center on stress, trauma in early life
PROVIDENCE – The Miriam Hospital has received an $11.1 
million federal grant to establish a Center of Biomedical 
Research Excellence (COBRE) in Rhode Island devoted to a 
growing field of inquiry – how stress and trauma early in life 
can have lasting impacts on our health and wellness.

The grant from the National Institute of General Medi-
cal Sciences, part of the National Institutes of Health, will 
fund the creation of the STAR COBRE, which will be based 
out of the Center for Behavioral and Preventive Medicine at 
The Miriam Hospital. STAR stands for Stress, Trauma, and 
Resilience.

The center will build research capacity at The Miriam 
while also establishing partnerships with collaborators at 
Lifespan, the Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown Uni-
versity, and Care New England, specifically its psychiatric 
facility, Butler Hospital. Study topics will include the effects 
that child neglect, sexual abuse, and food insecurity have on 
mental and physical well-being.

The COBRE grant is for five years and is the first phase 
of what could ultimately span three phases over 15 years. 
These centers are intended to bring together experienced 
researchers and junior investigators to cultivate multidisci-
plinary research and expertise in a variety of fields. In recent 
years, Lifespan has succeeded in securing grants for COBRE 
centers devoted to a variety of critical areas of research 
including the following: antimicrobial resistance, opioids 
and overdose, childhood and adolescent sleep, skeletal 
health and repair, cancer research development, and stems 
cells and aging.

“It is a critical time for research into stress and trauma, 
and the pathways to resilience. The COVID-19 pandemic 

has increased the global burden of stress, trauma, and adver-
sity and has exaggerated racial, ethnic, and socio-economic 
inequalities. The STAR COBRE will be the first research 
center in Rhode Island to focus on stress, trauma, and resil-
ience,” said the center’s principal investigator, LAURA R. 

STROUD, PhD, who is director of The Miriam’s Center for 
Behavioral and Preventive Medicine and a professor of psy-
chiatry and human behavior at the Warren Alpert Medical 
School of Brown University. “It will support transformative 
research to understand how stress and trauma impact mental 
and physical health and develop novel approaches to inter-
ventions that will promote resilience across the lifespan.”

Proposed research initiatives at the STAR center, led by 
early career investigators, include:

•	 A project investigating how childhood maltreatment 
impacts executive function, rumination and mental 
health symptoms in adolescents building on a 12-year 
prospective study. (CHRYSTAL VERGARA-LOPEZ, PhD)

•	 A project using real time experience sampling in  
pregnant women to examine links between childhood 
sexual abuse and hypertensive disorders of pregnancy.  
(MARGARET BUBLITZ, PhD)

•	 A clinical trial to examine the impact of food insecurity 
on diet, inflammatory and metabolic markers, and  
summer weight gain. (E. WHITNEY EVANS, PhD)

The Center will also allow The Miriam Hospital to 
recruit a new faculty member, and to fund pilot projects for 
new research initiatives with a particular focus on health  
disparities. v

IN THE NEWS

Federal delegation announces $6.1M for capital improvements  
at RI Community Health Centers
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senators JACK REED and SHELDON 

WHITEHOUSE and Congressmen JIM LANGEVIN and DAVID 

CICILLINE recently announced that eight community health 
centers have received a total of more than $6.1 million from 
the American Rescue Plan to make capital improvements 
aimed at better serving Rhode Island patients.

The funding, which was awarded by the Health Resources 
and Services Administration, will be used to expand, reno-
vate, and make other capital improvements at community 
health centers across the state. The awards will support the 
improvement of primary care infrastructure in Rhode Island 
and advance health equity and better health outcomes in 
medically underserved communities, including through 
projects that support COVID-19 testing, treatment, and 
vaccination.

The health centers receiving funding are:

•	 Blackstone Valley Community Health Care, Pawtucket 
– $734,663

•	 Comprehensive Community Action, Cranston – $677,672

•	 East Bay Community Action, Newport – $616,578

•	 Northwest Community Health Care, Pascoag – $682,171

•	 Providence Community Health Centers, Providence, 
$1,166,666

•	 Thundermist Health Center, Woonsocket – $1,065,455

•	 Tri-County Community Action Agency, Johnston – $589,111

•	 Wood River Health Services, Hope Valley – $573,876

Rhode Island community health centers provide care for 
about 190,000 patients, according to the National Associa-
tion of Community Health Centers. v
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IN THE NEWS

Ortho Rhode Island now offering robotic technology in total and  
partial joint replacement at Ortho RI Surgery Center in Warwick
WARWICK – Ortho Rhode Island surgeon DR.  

ROBERT MARCHAND performed a robotic-as-
sisted total joint replacement at the Ortho RI 
Surgery Center in Warwick, the first proce-
dure of its kind at a freestanding ambulatory 
surgery center in Rhode Island and Massachu-
setts. For over a decade, Dr. Marchand and 
Ortho Rhode Island surgeons have pioneered 
the use of robotic-assisted technology for hip, 
knee, and spine procedures in the state, in 
partnership with South County Health. 

Dr. Marchand operated with Stryker’s Mako 
SmartRobotics™, which combines three key 
components – 3D CT-based planning, Accu 
StopTM haptic technology, and insightful data 
analytics – into one platform that has shown 
better outcomes for total knee, total hip, and 
partial knee patients.

“The Ortho RI Surgery Center offering robotics is a key 
demonstration of Ortho Rhode Island’s commitment to pro-
vide the community with outstanding healthcare, and we 
are proud to continue to be at the forefront of innovation 
and technology,” said MICHAEL P. BRADLEY, President and 
CEO of Ortho Rhode Island.

Patients medically eligible for outpatient total joint proce-
dures at the Ortho RI Surgery Center return home the same 

day as their surgery, while more complex inpatient robotics 
cases are performed by Ortho Rhode Island surgeons at local 
community hospitals, including South County Health. 

Dr. Marchand has performed thousands of robotic-assisted 
joint replacement surgeries with Stryker’s technology, and 
uses his expertise to teach surgeons around the globe how to 
implement this state-of-the-art innovation. v
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