
Obituaries

COURTNEY BALDWIN HAVILAND, MD, 
and WILLIAM RANDAL SHRAUNER, MD, 
passed away on September 2nd, 2021, in a 
small plane crash in Connecticut. Court-
ney and Will lived joyous lives that were 
full of meaning. The deep love and happi-
ness of their marriage was the foundation 
upon which they built successful careers, 
made wonderful friends, and brought gen-
uine happiness to those around them. The 
greatest joy in their life was their beloved 
son, Theodore William Shrauner, born in 
January 2020. Courtney was a star student in 
the Farmington, CT public school system and a member of the 
2005 State Championship soccer team. Her love of learning led 
her to attend Brown University, where she double majored in 
Cognitive Neuroscience and Literature and where she had the 
blessing of forming countless lifelong friendships. She went on 
to fulfill her childhood dream of helping others as a medical doc-
tor by attending Weill Cornell Medical College. It was during 
medical school that she met the love of her life, Will Shrauner. 

Will was raised on a cattle ranch in Protection, KS, moved 
with his family to Wilmore, KY, for 6th through 10th grade, 
and graduated as valedictorian from Deer Creek High School in 
Edmond, OK, in 2008. He was involved in numerous extracur-
ricular activities including Cross Country, Tennis, Stage Crew, 
and Senior Leadership. During high school, he was also active 
in his small group at Church of the Servant. Through all of his 
activities, studies, and interactions, Will exemplified his values 
of empathy, kindness, and compassion. Will received his under-
graduate education at Oklahoma State University, where he was 
able to fully shine as a dedicated and gifted student. In 2011, Will 
was named a Sir Alexander Fleming Scholar by the Oklahoma 
Medical Research Foundation, and graduated from Oklahoma 
State in 2012 with a Bachelor of Science in Physiology. In the 
fall of 2012, Will continued to pursue his goal of practicing med-
icine by attending Weill Cornell Medical College. Courtney and 
Will graduated from medical school in 2016, where they were 
both recognized for their distinguished academic performance 
and leadership abilities as members of the Alpha Omega Alpha 
Honor Medical Society, of which Will served as the chapter’s 
president. They were admitted to leading residency programs in 
Boston, where they moved, were married in June of 2017, and 
began their happy life practicing medicine, exploring the world, 
and spending countless hours laughing with friends and family. 

Courtney was a skilled and empathetic doctor, specializing in 
pediatric emergency medicine at Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal for Children and, later, Brown University’s Hasbro Children’s 
Hospital. Courtney could light up a room with her presence, 

intellect, and kindness. She had a bright, 
infectious smile and a twinkle in her eye 
that preceded a witty joke or a generous 
comment. Her boundless warmth was 
seen in full force around patients, where 
she brightened the lives of the young 
people she served so enthusiastically. 
Will was passionate about practicing 
medicine. He brought a calm and reas-
suring presence to his work. Will com-
pleted his physician’s residency and a 
research fellowship at Brigham & Wom-
en’s Hospital in Boston, MA. During his 

residency, Will determined his path forward was in Cardiology, 
and began a specialized fellowship at Boston Medical Center in 
2020. As a fellow, Will found great joy as an intern educator and 
left an indelible mark on those he helped train. 

At the time of their passing, Courtney and Will were living 
the happiest period of their lives. Their days were spent help-
ing the sick and injured, entertaining friends and family, loving 
their son, beaming with excitement for the upcoming birth of 
their daughter, rejoicing in their nieces and nephews, playing 
with their dog, Bernie, and loving each other. Selflessly, they 
radiated this inner joy to everyone around them. Courtney is re-
membered for her easy laugh, her unmatched wit and intellect, 
her dimples when she smiled, her devotion to her husband Will 
and her joy in being a mother to Teddy. Will is remembered for 
his exceptional blend of empathy and intelligence, his easy and 
kind nature, his humor and skill as a conversationalist, his abili-
ty to make people feel valued, and his fierce love for his wife and 
son. Will easily mastered anything he set himself to. 

In addition to being a skilled doctor, Will was a talented am-
ateur chef. On weekends he and Courtney delighted friends and 
family with carefully planned and lovingly prepared meals. It 
was a source of deep joy for Will and Courtney to gather their 
friends around the table for laughs, stirring conversation, and 
relaxation. They are survived by their son, Theodore William 
Shrauner (Teddy); their parents, Nancy and Tim Haviland and 
Jenny and Randy Shrauner; their siblings, Shawn Haviland, Jor-
dan Haviland, Justin Shrauner, Ben Shrauner, and Sarah Dunn; 
their brothers and sisters-in-law Sarah Haviland, Elizabeth 
Haviland, Linh-Vy Shrauner, Ruth Shrauner, and Jeff Dunn; 
their grandparents Clayton Haviland III, Ralph and Neoma 
Shrauner; countless nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins; 
and lifelong friends who know Courtney and Will held them  
as family. 

Donations in their memory can be made to two charities that 
were important to Courtney and Will: www.reachoutandread.
org or www.infantcrisis.org v
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OBITUARIES

COURTNEY LANE BASS, MD,  (October 
23, 1979–August 27, 2021) passed away 
peacefully at HopeHealth’s Hulitar Hos-
pice Center in Providence after a lengthy 
battle with cancer. 

Courtney was born in Rochester, NY, 
and lived in Honeoye Falls, NY, until 
graduating from Honeoye Falls-Lima 

HS in 1998. She finished her BA degree in psychology, Magna 
Cum Laude, from Middlebury College in 2002, then continued 
her education at Albany Medical College in Albany, NY. Af-
ter achieving the Doctor of Medicine degree, she completed a 
residency in pediatric medicine with Brown University at Has-
bro Children’s Hospital in Providence. She went on to practice  
pediatric medicine for several years with Narragansett Bay Pedi-
atrics in Wakefield, RI.

She is survived by her spouse David Bass of Westerly, RI; two 
children (a son and a daughter); mother Carol Lane of Mace-
don, NY, father Jeffery Lane (Marianne) of Henrietta, NY; sis-
ter Heather Lane (Brandon Mauks) of Mendon, NY; and many  
devoted cousins and friends.

She leaves a wide void with her passing and will be deeply 
missed by her family, friends, colleagues, and patients.

A memorial service celebrating her life is planned for a future 
date.

Donations in her name may be sent to any of the following: 
The Tomorrow Fund, TargetCancer Foundation, Alford Lake 
Camp, Hope, Maine. v

A. JOHN ELLIOT, MD, passed 
away in Sarasota, Florida, on 

August 11th. He is survived by his wife 
Judith Metzger Elliot, his daughters Sha-
ron Ahern (husband Tom), Cassie Elliot 
and stepson Trowbridge Cottrell. He was 
predeceased by his only son, Robert El-
liot, in 2017.

Upon graduating from Princeton in 1955, he went on to grad-
uate with his medical degree from Columbia College of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons in NYC, (1959), a surgical internship at 
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, MD (1959–1960), a surgi-
cal residency at Saint Vincent’s Hospital in NYC (1960–61) and 
an orthopedic residency at Yale University in New Haven, CT 
(1961–64). In 1968, he was Honorably Discharged from the U.S. 
Army Reserves as Captain from a MASH unit. With his first 
wife, Stephanie Hilstrom, John moved his family to Westerly, 
RI. He chose Westerly for two very specific reasons: he was de-
voted to nature, the ocean in particular, and he wanted to bring 
his skills to a community largely comprised of Italian Ameri-
cans. John ultimately rose to prominence within the Westerly 
Hospital, becoming Chief of Staff and Chief of Surgery. 

As a lifelong learner himself, in the early 1980s John went 
to Cambridge College, UK, to learn the new orthopedic proce-
dure of Arthroscopy. He brought both the tools and his expertise 
back to the Westerly Community. In 1986 John traveled to West 
China Medical University in Chengdu as a visiting Professor, 
and despite the language barrier, he provided instruction on the 
skill of Arthroscopy. Just last year he was named a Professor 
Emeritus by the West China Medical University.

A true individual from start to finish, John, a.k.a Bones, will 
be deeply missed. A local memorial will be held at a date as yet 
to be determined. v
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