
Obituaries

ROBERT P. SARNI, MD, 90, of 
East Greenwich, passed away 

peacefully on July 21. He was a graduate 
of Classical High School in 1949 and the 
University of Rhode Island in 1953. Upon 
graduating, he enlisted in the United 
States Army. He served in Germany and 
rose to the rank of 1st Lieutenant at the 
time of his honorable discharge in 1955. He was admitted to the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine graduating in 1960. 
Upon completion of his internship at RI Hospital and residency 
at St. Joseph Hospital, he went into private family practice and 
Industrial Medicine in 1962 in Cranston, RI. 

During his 55 years practicing he was staff president at  
St. Joseph Hospital, a member of the Hospital Board of Trust-
ees, and Director of the Department of Family Medicine. From 
1987–1993, he was appointed to the RI Board of Medical Licen-
sure and Discipline. He was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Award from Our Lady of Fatima Hospital. He was a member 
of numerous professional societies, including The American 
Board of Family Practice, Industrial Medical Association, Amer-
ican Academy of Family Physicians, RI Medical Society, New 
England Occupational Medical Society (Past President), and 
RI Academy of Family Practice (Past President). He was also 
a fellow of the American Academy of Family Physicians and  
Industrial Medical Association. 

An avid golfer, Dr. Sarni was a member of the Pt. Judith 
Country Club. He was also a member of the University Club, 
Dunes Club, and Aurora Civic Association. Besides his wife 
Janice (Lepore) Sarni, he is survived by his son Gregory Sarni 
of Lake Worth, FL, and his stepsons, Anthony T. Marotti, Jr., 
and his wife Kris Marotti of Lincoln, RI, and Michael Marotti 
and his wife Christine Marotti of North Providence, RI. He is 
also survived by his beloved grandchildren Taylor Sarni, Cam-
eron Sarni, Michael Marotti, and Isabella Marotti. He was the  
brother of Vincent Sarni and the late Lawrence Sarni. 

Described by colleagues and friends as dedicated, compas-
sionate, timeless, forthright and honest, Dr. Sarni was highly 
respected in the community and he will be missed. Donations 
in his memory can be made to the Sarni Family Endowment 
Scholarship (URI). Please share memories and condolences at 
www.WoodlawnGattone.com v

FRANCIS “FRANK” R. DIETZ, 81, of 
Seekonk, MA and Hobe Sound, FL, died 
peacefully on July 23, 2021.

Serving as President and CEO of Memo-
rial Hospital of Rhode Island for 47 years, 
he led the transformation of the Hospital’s 
scope of medical services and facilities 
over four decades. His vision for advanc-

ing medical research and academic teaching led to Memorial 
Hospital becoming the area’s leader in primary care, serving 
as the home for the Brown University Warren Alpert Medical 
School’s Family Medicine program, and leading nationally-re-
nown research initiatives the Pawtucket Heart Health Program 
and the Women’s Health Initiative.

His industry and community volunteer service included the 
Pawtucket Rotary Club and the Pawtucket Boys and Girls Club, 
while also serving on the governing boards of the Hospital Asso-
ciation of Rhode Island and the Pawtucket Foundation.

In recognition of his years of leadership, service and dedica-
tion to the health care industry and the City of Pawtucket, he 
was honored annually by the Hospital Association of Rhode Is-
land through the Francis R. Dietz Award for Public Service, re-
ceived the Pawtucket Foundation Heritage Award in 2007, and 
was inducted into the City of Pawtucket Hall of Fame in 1992.

He is survived by his son, F. Richard Dietz, Jr. and his wife Eli-
za BW Dietz, daughter Beth-Ann F. (Dietz) Norko and husband 
John, all of North Attleboro, MA; his brother John Dietz and 
his wife Carol Dietz of Greenwich, CT; and his grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews.

Donations in his memory may be made to Hope Health Hos-
pice, 1085 N. Main Street, Providence RI, 02904. v
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RONALD R. RICCO MD, of 
Pawtucket passed away on July 

8, 2021.
He was the husband of Joanna T. (Hunt) 

Ricco.
Dr. Ricco was a United States Navy 

Veteran. After his tour of duty he was em-
ployed as the Chief of Obstetrics at the 
former Memorial Hospital in Pawtucket for over 40 years.

Besides his wife, Dr. Ricco is survived by his children; Michael 
H. Ricco and his wife Susana, Julie Ricco and Stephen Ricco. He 
also leaves a sister, Estherlene Pardini and three grandchildren, 
Colin, Brayden, and Logan. v
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