
Obituaries

WILLIAM D. GRAHAM, MD, 
85, died peacefully at home on 

March 14th. He was the beloved husband 
of the late Nancy (Miller) Graham for 45 
years. Upon graduation from Dartmouth 
College, he joined the Navy and served as 
a pilot and later taught formation flying in 
Pensacola, FL. Upon discharge, he attend-
ed Rochester Medical School and rejoined the Navy, and served 
as flight surgeon on the Quonset-based carrier Essex. 

Dr. Graham worked in the Kent Hospital emergency room 
for 30 years and served his Jamestown community as a family 
doctor. He retired to Jupiter, Florida in 1996. He was an enthu-
siastic golfer and sailor.

He leaves three children from his first marriage to Susan Van 
Ness; Julia Taylor, John Graham and Nancy Graham all of South 
County, RI; two stepchildren, Steve Rogers and Linda Rogers of 
Florida and also seven grandchildren.

A celebration of life is planned for April. v

HOWARD STURIM, MD, died 
peacefully in his home the eve-

ning of March 12th, surrounded by his 
three sons. He was married to Jeanne Stur-
im for 56 years and together they raised 
their sons in Barrington, RI. He was a 
loving husband and father, and friend to 
many. The family enjoyed summers on 
their sailboat and sailed extensively throughout the Northeast. 
After he retired in 1998, they moved to Providence and after 
Jeanne’s death in 2018, he moved to Kettle Point in East Prov-
idence. For 21 years they spent half of the year in Sundance, 
Utah. There they skied in the winter, hiked in the summer, 
and enjoyed the beautiful mountains and local adventures  
and friends.

He attended Syracuse University and graduated at age 19. He 
then entered University of Rochester School of Medicine, gradu-
ating in 1957 at age 23. He trained in General Surgery at Barnes 
Hospital in Saint Louis, Missouri and served as Chief Resident 
in 1965. His training was interrupted by serving 2 years of ac-
tive duty with the US Navy, as a surgeon on Air Craft Carriers. 
He was the surgeon on the Super Carrier flagship “Indepen-
dence” at the Bay of Pigs invasion. Following his active duty 
experience, he trained at the University of Pittsburgh in Plastic  
Surgery, completing his training in 1967.

He received his boards in both Surgery, and Plastic Surgery 
and was Chief of Plastic Surgery at Roger Williams Hospital, the 
Miriam Hospital, and for a time the VA Hospital. He was also on 
the staff of Rhode Island Hospital. He was a member of most of 

the prestigious Plastic Surgery and Hand Surgery Associations, 
and served on the board of many of them. 

When he came to Rhode Island, the Brown Medical School 
was starting, and the training program in Plastic surgery was 
entering its second year. This was the only Plastic Surgery Pro-
gram in New England at that time. He loved teaching and was a 
Clinical Associate Professor of Surgery at Brown University and 
Boston University.

He leaves three sons and their families, Douglas and Kris of 
Framingham, MA; Robert and Judy of Wenham, MA; Richard 
and Polly of Charlotte, VT; and his grandchildren, Nicholas  
Jennifer, Lilly, Abby and Jake, and Elias and Sam.

Contributions in his memory can be made to the Rhode  
Island Philharmonic. v

LEONARD JASON TRIEDMAN, MD, died sur-
rounded by his family on the afternoon of March 19.  

A loving husband to Cynthia Knapp Tried-
man for 63 years, he was a devoted father, 
grandfather and friend to many.

He graduated from Moses Brown School 
in 1946, and from Brown University in 
1949 at age 19, where he was elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa. He earned his medical 
degree from Harvard Medical School at 
age 23. Upon graduation, he joined the United States Air Force 
during the Korean War, during which he was stationed at Otis 
Air Force Base in Hyannis delivering babies to the wives of 
enlisted men – earning him the affectionate nickname “The 
Flying Obstetrician.” After his service, he moved to Boston 
and married Cynthia, the love of his life. He did his residen-
cy in surgery at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston and 
did a fellowship in head and neck surgery at Memorial Sloan  
Kettering Cancer Center in New York.

He then returned back home to establish his surgical practice 
in Providence. Over four decades, he cared for generations of 
Rhode Islanders, serving on the surgical staff of many Rhode 
Island hospitals, including the Miriam and Women & Infants 
hospitals, and was a clinical associate professor of surgery at 
Brown University Medical School. He and Cynthia raised their 
children on Providence’s East Side and spent the last 33 years 
in Narragansett, where the extended family gathered frequently 
over the years for holidays, summer weekends, and just quiet 
dinners overlooking Narragansett Bay. 

Lenny was a driven athlete with a passion for all sports. As 
a fan, he adored his New England Patriots and Boston Red Sox, 
and in the ‘60s and ‘70s, he was the team physician for both the 
Rhode Island Reds and the Pawtucket Red Sox. At various times, 
he was a ski patrolman; the R.I. men’s tennis state champion; 
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and an avid runner who finished the Boston Marathon numer-
ous times. Among his favorite past-times, especially in his later 
years, was the game of golf; Lenny was a proud member of the 
Point Judith Country Club and he traveled to the British Isles, 
Ireland and the Caribbean to play with family and friends.

He leaves his wife, Cynthia Knapp Triedman; five children 
– Nancy Shalek (James Shalek) of Weston, MA; John Triedman 
(Susan Hellerstein) of Brookline, MA; Kim Triedman (Eric Old-
sman) of Arlington, MA; Scott Triedman (Mary Jo Kaplan) of 
Providence, RI; and Julie Triedman (Anthony Mace) of Brook-
lyn, NY; and 15 grandchildren – Alex, Nick, Peter, Hanna, 
Charlotte, Natalie, Nellie, Sophie, Lucy, Andy, Jamie, Liv, Hal, 
Cole and Bea, all of whom he absolutely adored. He also had six 
great-grandchildren. 

In his memory, donations can be made to the Decoff Cancer 
Institute at the Miriam Hospital Foundation, P.O. Box H, Provi-
dence, RI 02901. https://giving.lifespan.org/LCI v

ROBIN WALLACE, MD, of 
Middletown, crossed the bar 

at home on March 20, 2021, after a long 
struggle, without complaint, with pros-
tate cancer. Born Alan Robin Gordon Wal-
lace on November 20,1936, in Weymouth, 
England, he was the only child of Dr. Gor-
don and Muriel Wallace. 

He graduated with a Degree in Medicine from Exeter College 
in Oxford University. He first visited Newport in 1964, when 
his father was Commodore of the Royal Dorset Yacht Club, the 
Challenger of Record, for the British America’s Cup Challenge, 
as well as Fleet Surgeon; the same position his son would hold 
years later for the New York Yacht Club.

He desired to do his residency in the United States, and did 
so at the Children’s Hospital in Boston. After completing his 
residency in the United States, he moved to Newport, and es-
tablished his practice in association with Dr. Fred Pearce at the 
Aquidneck Medical Associates. Soon after he commenced his 
practice, although a British Citizen, he was drafted into the U.S. 
Army where he served in Vietnam as a Major in the Medical 
Corps. After his service, he returned to his practice on Memori-
al Boulevard until retirement in 2003. He remained however the 
‘school doctor’ for St. George’s School until 2017.

To describe him as an icon in Newport is an understatement. 
Robin quickly established himself, not only as a sought after pe-
diatrician but also as an avid promoter of sailing. As a member 
of the Ida Lewis Yacht Club he and his predecessor, Race Com-
mittee Chairman Robert Conner, were determined to establish 
new standards of excellence in race management. They trained 

the members of the Club and at the same time introduced to 
America a European type of level ocean racing called “ton” rac-
ing. The race series for the Sail Cup was an instant success and 
showcased the race management competence of the Ida Lewis 
Yacht Club, for which it is nationally recognized today.

He not only worked on the water, he promoted sailing events 
for Newport. As the Chairman of the State Yachting Commit-
tee, for over seventeen years, he educated the state legislators of 
the tremendous economic impact that sailing produced for the 
state. Probably the most successful events for Newport and the 
State of Rhode Island were the Volvo Races in 2015 and 2018 
which, it is fair to say, would not have stopped in Newport with-
out the efforts of the State Yachting committee advocating for 
the release of state funding required to support the event.

He was devoted to St. George’s School. He conducted morn-
ing “sick call” at the school for over thirty-five years and was 
instrumental in upgrading the health center and the general 
wellness of the St. George’s community. His gentle and respect-
ful manner gained the confidence of many teenagers and they 
often sought his counsel and advice. He attended football and 
hockey games, home and away, to provide immediate medical 
attention to players on both teams in the event of injury. His 
devotion to the student athletes was recognized by the school 
when he was inducted into its Athletic Hall of Fame several 
years ago.

After the loss of the America’s Cup in 1983, he was one of 
the founding members of Sail Newport, a public sailing orga-
nization that provides sailing instruction and boating facilities 
to the public. Currently all 4th graders in the Newport school 
system are introduced to sailing at Sail Newport. The organiza-
tion also runs regattas and hosts many different sailing events 
and activities that contribute to the betterment of the entire 
community.

He was a Commodore of Ida Lewis Yacht Club and also a 
long time member of the New York Yacht Club. He was active 
in race management at both clubs this past season as sailing 
was one of the sports that one was able to participate in during 
the pandemic. He was also a long time active member of the  
Newport Reading Room.

He has been long loved by several generations of his pediatric 
patients and their parents and will be greatly missed by them 
and a wide spectrum of friends.

He leaves two cousins in England, his St. George’s family, his 
Sail Newport family, his Ida Lewis family, the Murphy fami-
ly, his loyal friends Bill and Pat Steel, and a host of friends in  
Newport and beyond.

Those wishing to commemorate him may do so by donating  
to Sail Newport, 72 Fort Adams Drive, Newport RI 02840.  
Additional information at www.memorialfuneralhome.com. v
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