
RIMJ COVID-19 Retrospective The following timeline illustrates examples of the Rhode Island Medical 

Journal’s (RIMJ) coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic as it emerged in the 

state over the past year.

MARCH 2020   March articles

RIDOH Announces 2nd Presumptive Positive COVID-19 Case; Testing 3rd 
All three individuals from the same European trip; 2 Schools in RI Temporarily Closed 

Testing in RI 

RIDOH’s State Health Laboratories to perform COVID testing 

APRIL 2020   April articles

A View from the Front 
WILLIAM BINDER, MD, FACEP 

Co-infection with SARS-CoV-2 and Human Metapneumovirus 
FRANCINE TOUZARD-ROMO, MD; CHANTAL TAPÉ, BA, MD’20; JOHN R. LONKS, MD 

COVID-19 in a Patient Presenting with Syncope and a Normal Chest X-ray 
CHANTAL TAPÉ, BA, MD’20; KATRINA M. BYRD, MD; SU AUNG, MD;  

JOHN R. LONKS, MD; TIMOTHY P. FLANIGAN, MD; NATASHA R. RYBAK, MD 

Lifespan to open triage, testing tents 

Care New England adds three tent units at Kent

CharterCARE erects triage, testing tents outside EDs 

MAY 2020   May articles

Preparing for Potential COVID-19 Surge 
Convention Center, two other field hospitals ready if needed 

CNE COVID-19 testing site opens on Memorial Hospital grounds 

Drs. Caliendo, Kurtis to lead COVID-19 testing and validation task force 

Herbert Aronow, MD, publishes guidelines on cardiovascular care & COVID-19 

Zoom talk on The Great Influenza with author John M. Barry 
Lessons from 1918 

JUNE 2020   June articles

Keeping Hospitals Safe During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Finding inspiration in a father’s credo 
LEONARD A. MERMEL, DO 

COVID-19: Misinformation Can Kill 
GHAZAL AGHAGOLI, BS, MD’23; EMILY J. SIFF, MS; ANASTASIA C. TILLMAN, BA, MD’23; 

EDWARD R. FELLER, MD, FACP, FACG 

Q&A: Albert S. Woo, MD 
Forging a New Frontier in 3D Printing during COVID-19 Pandemic 

Q&A: Dean Winslow, MD, on Volunteering in Antarctica [photo, left]

Currently the only continent without confirmed cases of COVID-19 

SPOTLIGHT

Selim Suner, MD, Director  

of Disaster Medicine and 

Emergency Preparedness,  

RIH Department of Emer-

gency Medicine, at the 

Convention Center facility.

74F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1   R H O D E  I S L A N D  M E D I C A L  J O U R N A L   R I M J  A R C H I V E S  |  F E B R U A R Y  I S S U E  W E B P A G E  |  R I M S
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AUGUST 2020   August articles

From Concerts to COVID: Transforming the RI Convention Center  
into an Alternate Hospital Site in under a Month 
SONYA NAGANATHAN, MD; KELLY MEEHAN-COUSSEE, MD; SCOTT PASICHOW, MD, MPH; 

HEATHER RYBASACK-SMITH, MD; WILLIAM BINDER, MD; FRANCESCA BEAUDOIN, MD, PhD; 

ANDREW N. MUSITS, MD, MS; ELIZABETH SUTTON, MD; GIANNA PETRONE, DO;  

ADAM C. LEVINE, MD, MPH; SELIM SUNER, MD, MS

SARS-CoV-2 Complicated by Sinusitis and Co-Infection  
with Human Metapneumovirus 
ABDULRAHMAN ALHARTHY, MD; FAHAD FAQIHI, MD; DIMITRIOS KARAKITSOS, MD, PhD 

Acute Vision Loss in a Patient with COVID-19 
VIJAIRAM SELVARAJ, MD; DANIEL SACCHETTI, DO; ARKADIY FINN, MD;  

KWAME DAPAAH-AFRIYIE, MD 

Short-Term Dexamethasone in Sars-CoV-2 Patients 
VIJAIRAM SELVARAJ, MD, MPH; KWAME DAPAAH-AFRIYIE, MD;  

ARKADIY FINN, MD; TIMOTHY P. FLANIGAN, MD 

RI delegation announces $71.3M in CARES Act funds to five local hospitals 

COVID-19 testing site opens at Convention Center 

SPOTLIGHT: Jonas Salk, Medical Sleuth and Scientist;  
Q & A with Jonathan Salk, MD

SEPTEMBER 2020   September articles

Communicating Through COVID-19:  
Keeping Patients Connected to Loved Ones 
ANITA KNOPOV, MD; KELLY WONG, MD; RORY MERRITT, MD, MEHP 

COVID-19: Review of Current Recommendations for Return to Athletic Play 
JAMES DOVE, MD; ANDREW GAGE, MD; PETER KRIZ, MD;  

RAMIN R. TABADDOR, MD; BRETT D. OWENS, MD 

Q&A with Dr. Ashish K. Jha, New Dean of the Brown School of Public Health 

OCTOBER 2020   October articles

Why don’t people wear masks? 
EDWARD FELLER, MD

Emergency Mail-in Voting in Rhode Island:  
Protecting Civic Participation During COVID-19 and Beyond 
NICOLE M. BURNS, BS’23; KEYANA ZAHIRI, BS’23; REETAM GANGULI, BS’23;  

GIOVANNI KOZEL, BS’23; SABA PARACHA, BS’23; KEVIN P. TANG, BS’24;  

OLIVER Y. TANG, MD’23; KELLY E. WONG, MD 

Experiences of Rhode Island Assisted Living Facilities in Connecting 
Residents with Families through Technology During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
BENJAMIN GALLO MARIN, AB; PATRICK WASSERMAN, AB; JOHN COTOIA, MSc;  

MANRAJ SINGH, AB; VIRA TARNAVSKA, AB; LINDA GERSHON, MS; IAN LESTER, BA;  

RORY MERRITT, MD 

FOCUS SECTION: COVID-19 – A Kidney Perspective 
JIE TANG, MD, GUEST EDITOR 

Lifespan/Brown form COVID-19 Biobank  

SPOTLIGHT
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NOVEMBER 2020   November articles

Responding to COVID-19 in an Uninsured Hispanic/Latino Community: 
Testing, Education and Telehealth at a Free Clinic in Providence 
KATHERINE BARRY; MEGHAN MCCARTHY; GILLIAN MELIKIAN; VALERIE ALMEIDA-

MONROE, MSN, APRN, NP-C; MORGAN LEONARD; ANNE S. DE GROOT, MD 

Child Protection: A Guide for Navigating a Disclosure of Sexual Abuse  
in Rhode Island Amid the COVID-19 Pandemic
SURYA MANICKAM, MD, SCM; BRETT SLINGSBY, MD 

Promoting Social Connectedness among Cardiac Rehabilitation Patients 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic and Beyond 
LORI A. J. SCOTT-SHELDON, PhD; EMILY C. GATHRIGHT, PhD; WEN-CHIH WU, MD

Conceal/Reveal Mask exhibit on display at RIDOH 

DECEMBER 2020   December articles

Reflections on 2020, the year of COVID 
RHODE ISLAND MEDICAL JOURNAL EDITORS 

On the Frontlines 
WILLIAM BINDER, MD 

COVID’s Unexpected Gifts 
EDWARD FELLER, MD 

Seismic Shifts in Primary-Care Delivery 
KENNETH S. KORR, MD 

Social Isolation of the Most Vulnerable; Behind the Mask 
JOSEPH H. FREIDMAN, MD 

A Pandemic-Inspired Transformation of Primary Care 
JEFFREY BORKAN, MD, PhD; PAUL GEORGE, MD, MHPE; ELI Y. ADASHI, MD, MS 

Severe, Symptomatic Reinfection in a Patient with COVID-19 
VIJAIRAM SELVARAJ, MD; KARL HERMAN, MD; KWAME DAPAAH-AFRIYIE, MD

Through Plagues and Pandemics: The Evolution of Medical Face Masks 
KELLY PAN, ANUVA GOEL, LILIANA R. AKIN, SUTCHIN R. PATEL, MD

As COVID cases surge, RI opens two field hospitals 

Frontline workers vaccinated

SPOTLIGHT

Christian Arbelaez, MD, an 

emergency medicine physician, 

was the first person in Rhode 

Island to be inoculated against 

COVID-19. He received the 

first dose of the Pfizer vaccine 

on December 14 and the  

second dose on January 2. 
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