It's a new day.

Coverys, the leading medical liability insurer

in Rhode Island, has joined forces with RIMS

- to target new levels of patient safety and
5
physician security while maintaining competitive
- rates. Call to learn how our alliance means a

bright new day for your practice.

401-331-3207
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Sponsors, please wisit here.

‘Welcome to the current issue of RIMS Notes, your
concise, bi-weekly bulletin to keep RIMS members
up to date on RIMS, the legislature, and highlights
of our advocacy efforts.

Volume 1 - Number 21

What's New

On October 14 CMS published its Final Rule for imp ing MACRA. All physicia

must take careful nele of the momenicus changes in how Medicare will pay starting in lithe
more than 2 months. On October 20, AMA released two new documents to help physicians
understand the Final Rule and what it means for their practices. AMA's new chart provides an
outling, while AMA's new = ry document provides detail of MACRA. The Final Rule
incorporates @ number of improvements that AMA fought for to ease the transilion far doctors,

Mombership Activitios

The Medical Socioty's now website debuted Seplember 22, 2016. The URL s
unchanged: www.rimad,org, but everything else has been rebwilt from the ground up in
fulfillment of strategic planning and consulting done last winter. You will like what you sea.

December 1 Back by popular demand! Paint and Wine at the Muse Paint Bar, 117 North
Main Street, Providence. Register through the Member Portal on RIMS' website. Unleash your
inner artist.

Koeping You Posted: Opioids
New Preseription Limits are in Effect! By state law effective June 28, 2018, initial opicid

prescriptions for culpatient adults shall entail no more than 30 merphine milligram equiva
{MMEs) or 20 total desages. Review the impact of these impedant new laws here

[~ ibing FDA now requires strong rings for use of opioid analg )
prescription opicid cough products, and benzediazepines. The action is part of a national effort
led by Rhode Island Director of Health, Nicole Alexander-Scott, MD, MPH, to highlight the
dangers of co-prescribing.

Surgeon Ganaral to physicians: Take tho pledge! Vivek H. Murthy, MD, MBA, calls on
Amearica's doctors to Turn the Tide on the opioid crisis. Read his letler. Take the pledge.
This Date In History - 23 Years Ago

October 21 is Naticnal Mammography Day, and October is Breast Cancer Awareness Manth.
President Bill Clinton designated the third Friday of October as Mammography Day in 1883,
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Respectful of your time.

RIMS NOTES
is published electronically
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Contact Sarah if you’'ve missed an issue, sstevens@rimed.org.
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Working for You: RIMS advocacy activities

March 2, Monday
RIMS Board of Directors: Peter A.
Hollmann, MD, Chair of the Board;
Christine Brousseau, MD, MPH, President
March 3, Tuesday

RIMS Physician Health Committee:
Herbert Rakatansky, MD, Chair

Legislative Hearings

March 4, Wednesday

RI Chapter, American College of
Emergency Physicians Lobby Day

Special House Commission on Step
Therapy Protocols

Legislative hearings

Representative Marszalkowski fundraiser

March 5, Thursday
Legislative hearings

Meeting with House Finance Chairman
Marvin Abney and American Nurses
Association-RI, RI Physical Therapy
Association, RI Psychological Association,
and RI Health Centers Association
regarding Budget Article 20 Interstate
Licensing Compacts

Senator Archambault fundraiser

March 6, Friday

Mental Health Association Parity
Initiative

March 9, Monday

Non-Opioid Pain Treatment Coalition

March 10, Tuesday

Governor’s Overdose Task Force Harm
Reduction Group

Senate Commission to Study Insurer
Payment Impact on Health Care

Legislative Hearings

Meeting with Chair Bennett and
American Academy of Pediatrics,
RI Chapter, regarding legislation

Chair Lynch Prata fundraiser

Representative Casimiro fundraiser

March 11, Wednesday

RIMS Physician Health Program
Governance Committee:
Jerry Fingerut, MD, Chair

Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline

Meeting of Workers Compensation
Advisory Committee

Senate Commission to Study
Insurer Payment Impact on
Health Care

Legislative hearings
Representative Azzinaro fundraiser
Senator Pearson fundraiser
RI Medical Preparatory Academy
Charter School meeting

March 12, Thursday
Senator Felag fundraiser
Legislative Hearings
Representative Phillips fundraiser
Chair Gallo fundraiser

New England Delegation to the
American Medical Association
conference call

March 13, Friday
RIMS Notes production

March 16, Monday

Department of Health conference
call regarding COVID-19

March 18, Wednesday

Conference call regarding
upcoming meeting with Attorney
General Neronha regarding Good
Samaritan court case

American Medical Association
Conference call for state medical
societies regarding COVID-19

Series of email communications to
physicians with COVID-19 updates

March 19, Thursday

Medical Malpractice Joint Underwriting
Association of Rhode Island, Board of
Directors: Newell Warde, PhD, Director

March 20, Friday

Department of Health conference call
with professional associations regarding
COVID-19

March 23, Monday

RIMS Council conference call with

the Health Insurance Commissioner,

and Acting Director of RI Medicaid
program: Christine Brousseau, MD, MPH,
President; Peter A. Hollmann, MD,

Chair of the Board
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Testimony in front of the Senate Health and Human
Services Committee on March 6, in support of the
passage of S 2317, which would eliminate cost sharing
for colorectal cancer tests.

APRIL 2020

Senate Majority Whip Maryellen Goodwin (center), with
individuals who testified (left to right), Barbara Baker,
colorectal cancer survivor; Dr. Wafik El-Deiry, Director
of the Cancer Center at Brown University; Dr. Samir A.
Shah, Chief of Gastroenterology, The Miriam Hospital;
Victoria Baggio, Student at Providence College.

March 24, Tuesday

Teleconference with Attorney General
Neronha regarding Good Samaritan
court case

Conference call with Administrator

Verma, Centers for Medicare and

Medicaid Policy and Services (CMS): Peter

A. Hollmann, MD, Chair of the Board
March 25, Wednesday

Department of Health Provider Call

March 27, Friday

Conference call with Blue Cross Blue
Shield of RI

RIMS Notes production

March 31, Tuesday

American Medical Association
Conference call for state medical
societies regarding COVID-19
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The Rhode Island Medical Society
continues to drive forward into
the future with the implementa-
tion of various new programs.

As such, RIMS is expanded its
Affinity Program to allow for
more of our colleagues in health-
care and related business to

work with our membership. RIMS
thanks these participants for their

support of our membership.

Contact Marc Bialek for more

information: 401-331-3207

RIMS CORPORATE AFFILIATES

Neighborhood
Health Plan

OF RHODE ISLAND™

www.nhpri.org

Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island is a non-profit HMO founded in
1993 in partnership with Rhode Island’s Community Health Centers. Serving
over 185,000 members, Neighborhood has doubled in membership, revenue
and staff since November 2013. In January 2014, Neighborhood extended its
service, benefits and value through the HealthSource RI health insurance ex-
change, serving 49% the RI exchange market. Neighborhood has been rated by
National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) as one of the Top 10 Med-

icaid health plans in America, every year since ratings began twelve years ago.

RHODE ISLAND
PRIMARY CARE

www.ripcpc.com

RIPCPC is an independent practice association (IPA) of primary care phy-
sicians located throughout the state of Rhode Island. The IPA, originally
formed in 1994, represent 150 physicians from Family Practice, Internal
Medicine and Pediatrics. RIPCPC also has an affiliation with over 200
specialty-care member physicians. Our PCP’s act as primary care providers
for over 340,000 patients throughout the state of Rhode Island. The IPA was
formed to provide a venue for the smaller independent practices to work

together with the ultimate goal of improving quality of care for our patients.



RIMS gratefully acknowledges the practices who participate in our discounted
Group Membership Program
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NorthMain Orthopaedic Associates, Inc.
Radiation o
Oncology

Ob-Gyn Associates
A Lifespan Physician Group Practice
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UEMF  OUNIYOTO
University Otolaryngology

university EMERGENCY MEDICINE foundation

Women’s Medicine Collaborative
A program of The Miriam Hospital

Lifespan. Delivering health with care?

For more information about group rates, please contact Marc Bialek, RIMS Director of Member Services
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