
From the Pages of RIMJ 
Excerpts Depict a Century of Medical Milestones, Maladies and Musings

1917
The Committee of American  

Physicians For Medical Pre- 

paredness urged the state’s 

physicians to contribute $1 

each to secure medical and 

surgical supplies for the war 

effort. The group thanked 

Butler, Rhode Island and  

Memorial hospitals, druggists 

and individual physicians for 

donating old and discarded 

instruments for use in the 

battlefield hospitals in France.

1920s
Surgical lessons of the ‘Great War’ were 

reported. It was noted that “probably no 

department of the army was hit harder 

than the medical; for the great principle 

on which its work was based was proved 

in a few weeks to be useless when applied 

to conditions incident to trench warfare. 

Asepsis fell down.” Dr. Murray Danforth 

wrote about advancements in the surgery 

of the extremities from his experiences  

in France. 

1930s
In 1936, Dr. Meyer Saklad read a paper  

on the “Important Aspects of Anesthesia” 

to the Pawtucket Medical Association. He 

explained the use of cyclopropane in anes-

thesia, hypnotics in local anesthesia, and 

the uses of helium gas in asthma attacks 

and in newborn infants. 

In August 1936 Dr. Cecil 

C. Dustin of Providence 

reported on the Heart 

Clinic of Rhode Island 

Hospital, established in 

1926. He reported 8,000 

visits in 10 years; many 

patients were children 

with rheumatic and 

congenital heart disease. 

All patients received 

electrocardiograms, flou-

roscopy and chest films. 

He reported a dire need 

for a facility to accom-

modate chronic heart 

disease patients.

1940s
Radio station WPRO 

ran 15-minute health 

segments every Sunday 

at 1:30 p.m. which were 

very popular with listeners. In July 1942 

Dr. Kathleen Barr spoke on the role of  

the women physician. In December of  

that year Dr. Charles Bradley spoke on 

bombs and children.

On January 20, 1943, 

members of the U.S. 

Army’s 48th Evacu-

ation Hospital from 

Rhode Island Hospi-

tal left for the Chi-

na-India-Burma (CBI) 

Theater of World 

War II to establish a 

750-bed semi-mobile 

evacuation hospital 

along the Ledo Road, 

an overland route to 

China. By 1945, the 48th unit in  

Burma had admitted slightly more 

than 37,500 patients: 7,500 Americans; 

2,000 Indians and 28,000 Chinese.

1950s
In July 1953, Louis  

Weinstein, MD, (Associate 

Professor of Medicine, 

Boston University School 

of Medicine) spoke in 

Rhode Island on “What the 

Practitioners Should Know 

About Poliomyelitis.” He 

discussed diagnosis, paralytic 

and non-paralytic cases, polio-

encephalitis, and treatment. 

In May 1955, a RIMJ editorial reported  

on the results of vaccinating 1,830,000 

schoolchildren, ages 6 to 8, in 44 states, 

for polio, and concluded the vaccine was 

“60–90% effective.” 

1960s
In January 1966, 

two End Measles 

Sundays were held 

in Rhode Island. 

Despite severe 

snowstorms, almost 

35,000 children 

were vaccinated. In 

1967, Dr. James E. 

Bowes, director of the division 

of epidemiology at the RI Dept. 

of Health, reported the campaign 

reached 67 percent of an estimat-

ed 52,000 susceptible children 

aged 1–12 years. The single-dose, 

further-attenuated live virus  

measles vaccine was used at 37 

clinics. During 1966, only 75 

cases of measles were reported 

in Rhode Island, in contrast to 

a median of 3,652 cases for the 

previous 5 years, a reduction of 

97 percent, Dr. Bowes reported.

1970s
On March 27, 

1976, Hospice 

Care of Rhode  

Island was formal-

ly established. 

Acceptance by  

the medical pro-

fession was slow. 

Bruno Borenstein, 

MD, observed: 

“To most doctors, 

hospice represent-

ed a whimsical, pseudo-religious volun-

taristic thing without real shape, without 

real substance or form.” 
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In the early years, only patients with  

advanced cancer were accepted; but by 

1997 patients with stroke, dementia and 

other organic disorders, no longer amen-

able to therapy, were being accepted. 

Stanley M. Aronson, MD, one of its 

founders, later said: “Help one struggling 

person to reach some peace of mind, even 

for a few fleeting days, and you will have 

enriched the world.”

1980s
Dr. Richard A. 

Carleton started 

The Pawtucket 

Heart Health  

Program on 

August 1, 1980, a 

research program 

funded by the 

NIH, to “induce 

behavioral change 

in entire popula-

tions” to reduce cardiovascular disease. 

In August 1987, RIMJ reported that The 

Miriam Hospital had appointed Charles 

C.J. Carpenter, MD, physician-in-chief, 

previously Chairman of the Department  

of Medicine at Case Western Reserve  

University School of Medicine. It noted  

he was a prominent international figure  

in the study of the pathophysiology of 

enteric infections.

The AIDS Epidemic was the subject  

of many articles in this decade. The 

January 1987 issue focused on AIDS 

and the blood supply, prevention, 

clinical manifestations and public 

health strategies.

1990s
The July 1992 issue focused on 

women’s health. Joanne F. Liutkus, 

MSW, MD, and Karen Rosene Mon-

tella, MD, wrote: “Women’s health 

is in vogue as a “new” specialty 

in medicine. Why is this happening now? 

The history of women’s health care has 

been one of neglect and indifference by 

the traditional medical 

and funding establish-

ments…Two separate but 

related themes have been 

present throughout this 

history: women striving 

for positions of power as 

doctors and nurses, and 

women striving for pow-

er over their bodies and 

health care choices.”

The VA Computerized 

Patient Record  

System (CPRS) was launched in 1995 

by the VA that included better use of 

information technology, measurement and 

reporting of performance, and integration 

of services; it was implemented nationally 

throughout the VHA in 1999, including at 

the Providence VA Medical Center.

2000: The Millennium
In July 2003, Robert Woolard, MD, 

prepared two issues on disaster prepared-

ness. He wrote: “After 9/11/01, physicians, 

health care workers, public officials and 

the public at large want to know whether 

we are prepared for other foreseeable ter-

ror-related disasters. This issue describes 

many of the pre-hospital and emergen-

cy medicine efforts that have made us 

prepared in RI. Many of these efforts will 

continue into the next few years. No doubt 

we are better prepared than before 9/11/01 

and will be even 

better prepared 

over the next two 

years as an antici-

pated $11,000,000 

flows into R.I. 

from Homeland 

Security and other 

sources.” 

2010–Present
Elaine C. Jones, MD, wrote 

a commentary on the 2010 

Health Care Reform Act  

and stated, “Dramatic 

changes are being proposed 

in health care delivery 

in the United States and 

the main driver is reduc-

ing costs. Numbers can 

be debated, but everyone 

understands that the rising 

cost of health care cannot 

be maintained. What people can’t agree on 

is how to make changes that will contain 

cost while maintaining quality.”

Philip A. Gruppuso, MD, wrote in an 

issue on medical education that on April 

26, 2010, a groundbreaking ceremony 

celebrated the start of construction that 

will culminate in the opening of a new 

Alpert Medical School building in August 

2011. “This project will represent the first 

dedicated space for Brown’s medical school 

since its founding  

thirty-five years 

ago. The facility 

is being con-

structed within 

an existing 

building at 222 

Richmond Street 

in Providence’s 

Jewelry District.”

W W W. R I M E D . O R G  |  A R C H I V E S  |  J A N U A R Y  W E B P A G E J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 7   R H O D E  I S L A N D  M E D I C A L  J O U R N A L   

Volume 90   No. 1    January 2007

�Biohybrid Limbs
A CME Issue

http://www.rimedicaalsociety.org
http://www.rimed.org/rimedicaljournal-archives.asp
http://www.rimed.org/rimedicaljournal-2017-01.asp

	COMMENTARY–Friedman
	COMMENTARY–Korr
	CENTENNIAL–RIMJ Editors
	CENTENNIAL–RIMJ Excerpts
	CENTENNIAL–Hospitals
	CENTENNIAL–Aronson
	CENTENNIAL–Heritage
	CENTENNIAL–Quarantine signs
	CONTENTS–Features
	CONTENTS–News, People/Places
	CONTENTS–Contributions
	SPOTLIGHT
	CONTRIBUTION–Mao
	CONTRIBUTION–Adu-Boahene
	CONTRIBUTION–Adjei
	HEALTH BY NUMBERS
	RIMS NEWS
	NEWS
	PEOPLE
	WE ARE READ EVERYWHERE

