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Phyllis A. Dennery, MD, named president-elect  
of Society for Redox Biology and Medicine

PROVIDENCE – PHYLLIS A. DENNERY, MD, pediatrician-in-chief 
at Hasbro Children’s Hospital, has been voted president-elect of 
the Society for Redox Biology and Medicine (SfRBM). Dennery 
was installed as president-elect at SfRBM’s an-
nual meeting scheduled from Nov. 16–19. Her 
two-year term as president will begin in 2018.

Established in 1987, the SfRBM is a pro-
fessional organization of scientists and cli-
nicians investigating redox biology, which is 
the study of free radicals and reactive oxygen 
as they relate to human diseases and potential 
therapeutic interventions.

Dennery has been a member of the society 
since 1990 and has served on various commit-
tees and on the society’s council. She served as associate editor 
of the society publication Free Radicals in Biology and Medicine 
from 2003 until March of this year.

Not only will Dennery be the first African-American to serve 
as SfRBM president, she will also be the first physician president 
of the society.

“I hope that in my role as president, I can use my background 
as a physician to bring clinical context to some of the diseases we 
research as a society,” said Dennery. “I would like to expand our 
society’s scope to consider everything from basic science to clini-
cal medicine. We need to examine every aspect of free radicals and 
delve into how biology relates to patients and their diagnoses.”

Dennery hopes that an expanded view of the field of redox  
biology will lead to partnerships with other groups and societies, 
as well as physician groups.

Dennery, a Howard University College of Medicine graduate, 
joined Hasbro Children’s Hospital in April 2015, bringing more 
than 25 years of experience in pediatric care, teaching and re-
search. In addition to her role as pediatrician-in-chief and medical 
director, she is also the Sylvia Kay Hassenfeld Chair of Pediatrics 
at the Warren Alpert School of Medicine of Brown University and 
a professor of molecular biology, cell biology and biochemistry at 
Brown University.

At Hasbro Children’s Hospital, Dennery oversees all pediatric 
clinical programs, such as centers and clinics for pediatric imag-
ing, hematology/oncology, asthma and allergies, neurodevelop-
ment and cardiology. Dennery’s research on lung problems and 
other medical conditions among newborns has been funded by 
the National Institutes of Health for 24 consecutive years.

Dennery is a member of the National Academy of Medicine 
(formerly Institute of Medicine), the Society for Pediatric Re-
search, and the American Pediatric Society, among many others 
and also serves as an associate editor of the journal Pediatrics. She 
has received numerous awards during her career, including the 
2014 Marion Spencer Fay Award, Best Doctors in America, and 
the Alfred Stengel Health System Champion Award. Dennery was 
recently elected to the Association of American Physicians, one 
of the highest honors in academic medicine. v

Demetra C. Ouellette named 
President of Roger Williams 
Medical Center

PROVIDENCE – DEMETRA C. OUEL-

LETTE has been named President of 
Roger Williams Medical Center fol-
lowing an extensive search. She brings 
a proven track record as a leader fo-
cused on improving quality, patient 
satisfaction and safety. Ouellette joins 

Roger Williams from Prime Healthcare Services, where 
she served as Chief Operating Officer/Administra tor for 
Landmark Medical Center, Rehabilitation Hospital of RI, 
and Landmark Physician Outpatient Services.

Previously, she served as Corporate Vice President, 
Business Development with Select Medical Corporation 
in Pennsylvania and was President and CEO of Ouellette 
and Associates Healthcare Interim Management. Her 
previous employers include The Studer Group and Tenet 
Healthcare Corporation.

A graduate of Tufts University, Ouellette holds an MBA 
from Northeastern University. v

Lawrence T. Saulnier, RN, BSN,  
Joins Visiting Nurse of Hope-
Health as Director of Nursing

LINCOLN –LAWRENCE T. SAULNIER,  

RN, BSN, has joined the Visiting Nurse 
of HopeHealth agency as director of 
nursing. In his new role, Saulnier will 
be responsible for strategic leadership 
and program development and imple-
mentation. He will also oversee over-

all administration of nursing services in accordance with 
patients’ needs, government regulations and projected  
industry changes.

Saulnier brings more than ten years’ of clinical exper-
tise and leadership experience to his new position. Most 
recently, he was a clinical nurse manager at the Visiting 
Nurse Association of Care New England. There, he was re-
sponsible for supervising the clinical staff and admission 
team, helping to assist with their intake process. He also 
championed numerous clinical initiatives designed to im-
prove performance. Prior to this role, he worked at South 
County Hospital as an RN, where he provided nursing  
care to patients in a variety of in-patient settings. 

He holds his bachelor of science in nursing degree from 
Dominican College and a bachelor of science-health and hu-
man services-police science from Empire State College. v
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Dr. Eden Cardozo joins 
W&I, will oversee Fertility 
Preservation Program

PROVIDENCE – EDEN  

CARDOZO, MD, of 
Boston, has recent-
ly joined the Divi-
sion of Reproductive 
Endocrinology and 
Infertility in the De-
partment of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology 
at Women & Infants 
Hospital. Dr. Cardo-

zo is also an assistant professor at The  
Warren Alpert Medical School. 

Her areas of research and clinical in-
terest include fertility preservation and 
the impact of obesity on reproductive 
outcomes.

“I am very proud to join the team at 
Women & Infants’ Fertility Center and, 
in particular, the Fertility Preservation 
Program. This wonderful program al-
lows patients to use cutting edge tech-
niques to preserve their fertility for the 
future,” said Dr. Cardozo. “The road 
to building a family – now or in the 
future – can be complicated and over-
whelming. My goal is for patients to 
feel comfortable engaging in open and 
honest conversation with me, which I 
feel is crucial in helping my patients to 
achieve their goals.”

A graduate of Yale University, Dr. 
Cardozo earned her medical degree at 
the University of Michigan Medical 
School. She completed a residency in ob-
stetrics and gynecology at the Feinberg 
School of Medicine at Northwestern 
University, and a fellowship in repro-
ductive endocrinology and infertility at 
Massachusetts General Hospital, Har-
vard Medical School. She is a member of 
the American Congress of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists, the American Soci-
ety for Reproductive Medicine, the New 
England Fertility Society, and the Soci-
ety for Reproductive Investigation. v

Roger Williams Cancer Center recognized at American Cancer 
Society’s 2016 Rhode Island Research Breakfast

PROVIDENCE – The Cancer Center at Roger Williams Medical Center was recognized 
at the American Cancer Society’s 3rd annual Rhode Island Research Breakfast for 
receiving the Commission on Cancer’s “Outstanding Achievement Award.”

The event, which took place on October 14, is hosted by the American Cancer 
Society’s Cancer Action Network and brings together leaders, medical professionals 
and cancer survivors from across the state to address the need for increased funding 
of cancer research. DR. N. JOSEPH ESPAT, Chairman of Surgery and Director of the 
Cancer Center at Roger Williams, accepted the Certificate of Excellence from the 
American Cancer Society on behalf of his colleagues.

“Our recognition today – and from the Commission on Cancer last year – is reflec-
tive of the team effort that goes into the care of every single patient who comes to our 
Cancer Center,” said Dr. Espat. “Exemplary cancer care is delivered when you have 
a highly experienced and motivated team of surgical, medical and radiation oncol-
ogists, along with oncology nurses, laboratory professionals, and support staff. The 
best care is delivered in a collaborative manner and we strive to do that every day. ”

The goal of the Rhode Island Research Breakfast is to create an event for innova-
tors, leaders in business, academia, public policy, and patient advocacy to capture 
the latest and best thinking about the impact of local cancer research.

“It is important for all of us as individuals, companies, and health care insti-
tutions to urge policymakers and leaders from across the life sciences and health 
system ecosystem to do everything we can to save more lives from cancer,” said 
Bernard Jackvony, former Lt. Governor and chair of the ACS CAN Research Break-
fast. “It is my honor to recognize Roger Williams for receiving the Commission on 
Cancer Outstanding Achievement Award, which recognizes programs that strive for 
excellence in delivering high quality cancer care.”

Rhode Island Lt. Gov. Daniel McKee served as this year’s honorary event chair. 
Along with Roger Williams, others recognized at the breakfast included research-
er DR. ADAM OLSZEWSKI, DR. JAMES PADBURY from Brown University, and  
volunteer and caregiver RAMONE JOHNSON. v

Dr. N. Joseph Espat, Chairman of Surgery and Director of the Cancer Center at Roger Williams, 

speaks while Bernard Jackvony, former Lt. Governor and chairman of the ACS CAN Research 

Breakfast, (pictured left) listens on at the 2016 Rhode Island Research Breakfast.
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Gaurav Gupta, MD, Graduates from AAO 
Leadership Development Program

CHICAGO – On October 17 during the Society Presidents’ Rec-
ognition and Awards Session held in conjunction with the 
American Academy of Ophthalmology AAO 2016 in Chicago, 
GAURAV GUPTA, MD, was recognized for completing his par-
ticipation in the Academy’s Leadership Development Program 
XVIII, Class of 2016.  Dr. Gupta was among a select group of 
seventeen participants chosen for the LDP XVIII, Class of 2016, 
from among a large group that was nominated by state, sub- 
specialty and specialized interest societies.  

In January 2016, Dr. Gupta took part in a 2 ½ day interactive 
session in San Francisco covering a wide variety of leadership 
and association management topics.  The meeting also included 
a visit to AAO headquarters to hear from the 2016 Academy 
President William Rich III, MD, CEO David Parke II, MD and 
Academy Vice Presidents on key priorities for the Academy.  

Next was a trip in April 2016 to attend the Mid-Year Forum  
2017 in Washington D.C. where Dr. Gupta visited Rhode Is-
land’s members of Congress and their staff to discuss issues 
important to the medical profession as part of Congressional 
Advocacy Day.  During a dedicated LDP session on Capitol 
Hill, Dr. Gupta and his LDP colleagues also heard from 2016 US 
Congressman Paul Tonko (D-NY) about building effective rela-
tionships with legislators and how best to advocate on behalf  
of patients. v

Gaurav Gupta, MD, of the Rhode Island Society of Eye Physicians and 

Surgeons, shown in back row center, with LDP classmates and Aaron 

Weingeist, MD, AAO Director, Leadership Development Program.

Memorial Hospital School of Nurse Anesthesia 
Graduates 9 

PAWTUCKET— Ceremonies for the 50th graduation of the Me-
morial Hospital of Rhode Island School of Nurse Anesthesia  
Program took place on October 28 in the hospital’s Sayles 
Conference Center. Hospital administration, staff, family and 
friends were on hand to honor the nine graduates. 

This year’s graduates are: Mikayla Jarratt of Bellingham, 
Washington; Lisa Strait of Arizona; Catherine Keyo of Dorches-
ter, MA; Jessica Gregson, Hopkinton, MA; Travis Henderson 
of Nampa, Idaho; Christopher Manion, Seekonk, MA; Richard 
Guillaume, Revere, MA; Artur Rozentsvit of New York City, 
NY; and Micah McRae of Henderson, NV.

Mark A. Foster, CRNA, MA, director of Memorial’s School of 
Nurse Anesthesia Program, recognized the accomplishments of 
the nine nurse anesthetists. He noted how the graduates devot-
ed the past 29 months to a comprehensive didactic and clinical 
curriculum, earning a Master of Science Degree in biological 
sciences/anesthesia.

He also thanked the following individuals who supported the 
program: Susan Walker, MD, interim anesthesiologist-in-chief 
and medical director of the School of Nurse Anesthesia; anes-
thesiologists with Anesthesia Care; Ruth Rollin, PhD, and Mark 
Jackson, PhD, academic coordinators of Central Connecticut 
State University; Keith Macksoud and Elena Litmanovich, both 
faculty; the surgeons and staff in the operating room, Post Anes-
thesia Care Unit, Surgical Place Recovery Unit; and Pulmonary 
Function Lab at Memorial; Cyndi Hannaway, secretary for the 
Department of Anesthesia; and the clinical coordinators and ad-
junct faculty at the following clinical sites - Susan Roessle, CRNA, 
from St. Luke’s Hospital in New Bedford, MA; Katie Bourski, 
CRNA, coordinator at Kent Hospital; and Dr. Sana Ata, chair-
person and coordinator at Lahey Hospital and Medical Center.

Arthur Rozentsvit, on behalf of the graduates, thanked the 
administration, Anesthesia Department’s faculty and staff and 
fellow classmates for their support. v

Left to right, Mark Foster, CRNA, MA, CRNA program director; Lisa Strait, 

Catherine Keyo, Mikayla Jarratt, Christopher Manion, Mical McRae, Tra-

vis Henderson, Richard Guillaume, Artur Rozentsvit, Jessica Gregson, and 

Susan Walker, MD, medical director and interim anesthesiologist-in-chief.
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Kent Hospital’s Women’s Care Center  recently received international recognition as a Baby-Friendly® Designated birth facility, a global program spon-

sored by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The initiative encourages and recognizes hospitals 

and birthing centers that offer an optimal level of care for breastfeeding mothers and promote the best, evidences-based feeding practices for all babies.

Robert J. Westlake, MD, honored by Butler Hospital 

PROVIDENCE – At Butler Hospital’s fundraising event held Nov. 9,  
ROBERT J. WESTLAKE, MD, received the 2016 Corporation 
Member of the Year award, presented each year to one of the 
350 corporation members that make up the Butler Hospital 
Corporation. 

Butler’s President and Chief Operating Officer Lawrence Price, 
MD, presented the award in recognition of Dr. Westlake’s support 
and advocacy for the hospital’s work and service to the community. 

Dr. Westlake has been connected to Butler since 1973, and, 
during his tenure as a psychiatrist and administrator, is credited 
with creating Butler’s partial hospital program, and helping to  
establish the education program for psychiatry residents. 

He also served as the vice-chair of adult services. 
In his remarks, Dr. Price acknowledged Dr. Westlake for the 

support he provided during the earlier years of Dr. Price’s career as 
a psychiatrist and researcher. v

Robert J. Westlake, MD, at left, receives the Butler Hospital Foundation’s 

Corporation Member of the Year Award from Lawrence Price, MD, pres-

ident and chief operating officer at Butler Hospital.
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