
IN THE NEWS

Kent Hospital opens new cardiac catheterization lab
Dr. Robert Baute, past president, paved way for program

At the dedication ceremony for the new cardiac catheterization lab at Kent Hospital were, from 

left, The Hon. Scott Avedisian; Herbert Brennan, DO; Robert Baute, MD; Barbara Hoak; Edward 

Thomas, MD; Michael Dacey, MD, president and COO; Chester Hedgepeth, MD, PhD; Rebecca 

Burke, RN, senior vice president and chief nursing officer, Joseph Spinale, DO, senior vice president 

and chief medical officer.

WARWICK – Kent Hospital dedicated 
the newly constructed, ROBERT E. 

BAUTE, MD, Cardiac Catheterization 
Lab, on Tuesday, October 25. The 
two labs were constructed after Kent 
received approval from the Rhode 
Island Department of Health in March 
2015, to develop and implement a cor-
onary angioplasty program. Kent began 
offering elective coronary angioplasty 
in August 2015 and to date has per-
formed nearly 200 procedures with no 
major complications.

“The opening of this new cath lab is 
vitally important to Kent’s service area 
which represents more than 300,000 
people,” said CHESTER HEDGEPETH, 

III, MD, PhD, executive chief of car-
diology at Care New England. “Over 
the past year we have successfully 
offered elective angioplasty and vastly 
improved the health and well-being 
of many people. We now look forward 
to taking the next step in the program 
with emergency angioplasty beginning 
in the near future.”

The lab is named after DR. ROBERT 

E. BAUTE, who was instrumental in 
early efforts to grow Kent’s cardiol-
ogy program, while helping to pave 
the way for the existing angioplasty 
program. Dr. Baute gave more than 
35 years of dedicated service to Kent 

Hospital and Care New England, it is 
a pleasure and honor to officially recog-
nize Dr. Baute for his tireless work both 
clinically and in shaping the course of 
Kent Hospital over many years. The 
dedication of this cath lab will stand as 
a lasting tribute to someone who means 
so much to the community and our 
hospital. We also recognize SANDRA 

COLETTA, COO, Care New England, 

that Kent Hospital has made over the 
last year in bringing this new cath lab 
and its technology to the patients they 
serve. The hard work and dedication of 
all the doctors and staff involved in this 
venture is truly admirable. I’m equally 
as grateful to Dr. Baute for his endless 
leadership, vision and commitment to 
bringing the patients of Kent the best 
medical care possible.” v

Hospital. Beginning his career 
as an internal medicine phy-
sician in private practice, he 
went on to become the hospi-
tal’s medical director and then 
served a 10-year term as presi-
dent and CEO. 

“We are very pleased to be 
able to offer our community 
the best possible care close to 
home while helping to save 
lives and keep people well. 
This new cardiac catheteriza-
tion facility does just that,” 
said MICHAEL DACEY, MD, 
Kent Hospital president and 
COO. “On behalf of Kent 

for her commitment and direction of 
this project, as well as physicians and 
the tireless work of our nursing staff 
and many others.”

Said Dr. Baute, “This program is 
a culmination of a vision that began 
more than 20 years ago. Our commit-
ment is to provide comprehensive and 
high quality cardiac services to our 
community. I’m so pleased that it has 
come to fruition and know it will pro-
vide a benefit for cardiac patients over 
generations. I am deeply grateful and 
humbled that the new facility will bear 
my name.”

Warwick Mayor Scott Avedisian said, 
“I’m extremely proud of the progress 
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