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Dept. of Health, AG Give Conditional Approval to LMW Healthcare (Westerly Hospital) 
and Yale-New Haven Affiliation

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute,  
Lifespan sign MOU
PROVIDENCE – Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Lifespan 
leadership have signed a memorandum of understanding to 
form a partnership that will advance cancer treatment and 
expand research. The details will be finalized early next year.

The partnership will focus on five areas: genomics and 
precision medicine; clinical trials; value-based care and can-
cer care delivery innovation; shared care models; and cancer 
workforce development. As the planning moves forward, the 
two organizations are already collaborating on a multi-site 
grant application to the National Human Genome Research 
Institute (NHGRI) to study the clinical utility of genomics 
information.

“This is an exciting opportunity to create a meaningful 
and impactful partnership,” said DAVID E. WAZER, MD, 
director of the Lifespan Comprehensive Cancer Center. 
“More can be accomplished when strong organizations work 
together on joint research projects, the development of inno-
vative new treatments, and ensuring access to the best care 
for our entire community.” v 

PROVIDENCE – The Rhode Island Department of Health 
(RIDOH) approved, with conditions, the proposed affiliation 
between Westerly Hospital (LMW Healthcare) and Yale-New 
Haven Health Services Corporation.

“We looked very closely at the application and issued a 
decision with a series of patient- and community-focused 
conditions,” said Director of Health NICOLE ALEXANDER- 

SCOTT, MD, MPH. 
RIDOH accepted an affiliation application from the orga-

nizations on June 11, 2016. A public meeting about the affil-
iation was held in Westerly on August 2, 2016.

Some of the conditions of the decision include that the 
new hospital must:

•	 Submit a plan for the delivery of primary care within 
an integrated healthcare delivery system for physical 
(including oral health) and behavioral health (including 
mental health and substance use) in the new hospital’s 
service area;

•	 Submit a plan to address the social and environmental 
factors within the new hospital’s service area that affect 
people’s health (for example, through coordination with 
RIDOH’s Health Equity Zone initiative);

 

Standing up for equality  
in the communities we serve
Aetna is proud to support the members  
of the Rhode Island Medical Society.
Aetna is the brand name used for products and services provided by one or more of the Aetna 
group of subsidiary companies, including Aetna Life Insurance Company and its affiliates (Aetna). 
©2016 Aetna Inc.  
2016028

•	 Ensure access to services for all patients without discrim-
ination, including payment source or ability to pay;

•	 Participate in interventions to improve the safety of  
opioid prescribing and expand medication-assisted treat-
ment and services to address the overdose epidemic;

•	 Submit a plan to RIDOH for the development of  
relationships with local tribal nations; and

•	 Make the CurrentCare data available at all clinical sites.

In addition to this Hospital Conversion Act approval signed 
by Dr. Alexander-Scott, she also accepted the unanimous 
recommendation of the Health Services Council to approve 
the Change in Effective Control application submitted by  
the two organizations. 

The Health Services Council is a group that advises 
RIDOH on healthcare facility licensing reviews. For the 
affiliation to move forward, both the Hospital Conversion 
Act and Change in Effective Control applications needed 
approval (along with approval from the Rhode Island Attor-
ney General).

On September 6, Attorney General Peter F. Kilmartin also 
announced that the Office of Attorney General (RIAG) has 
approved, with conditions, the proposed affiliation.

Under the Hospital Conversions Act, the Attorney 
General has 90 days to review and issue a decision on an  
expedited application. v
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Brown launches the country’s first four-year, integrated MD/MPA program

PROVIDENCE – A new dual-degree program at Brown Uni-
versity aims to train students in both medicine and health 
care policy and create the next generation of leaders in those 
intersecting fields. Students who complete the four-year 
program will earn both a doctorate of medicine (MD) and a 
master of public affairs (MPA).

“This degree program was developed knowing what 
knowledge and skills students will need if they want to 
effect change in health care moving forward,” said DR. PAUL 

GEORGE, assistant dean of medical education at Brown’s 
Warren Alpert Medical School. “It is important for us that 
students have an idea of what shapes health policy and gain 
practical experience in this arena, so that they will be facile 
in promoting health policy changes during their careers.”

This is the first integrated program of its kind in the U.S., 
in which students are able to complete their degrees in four 
years and take courses taught by both medical school and 
public policy faculty. Other institutions offer five- or six-
year joint programs and sometimes require students to apply 
to a master of public affairs program only after their course 
of medical study is underway. At Brown, the degrees are 
integrated from the start.

Students must be admitted to the Warren Alpert Medical 
School before opting for the dual-degree track, in which they 
study with faculty from Brown’s Watson Institute for Inter-
national and Public Affairs. The integrated MD/MPA pro-
gram has a June start date, and the first cohort of dual-degree 
students will be enrolled in the summer of 2017.

James Morone, director of the A. Alfred Taubman Center 
for American Politics and Policy, said, “This is an exciting 
program that reflects one of Brown’s great strengths – active 

Students who complete the four-

year program will earn both a 

doctorate of medicine (MD) and 

a master of public affairs (MPA).

collaboration across the campus. Everyone can see the need 
for policy-savvy health care leadership. There’s nothing else 
like this program. This is a terrific collaboration that will ben-
efit and educate the students in both medicine and policy.”

In the first year, stu-
dents take courses in 
health systems science 
and public organizations 
management. They also 
begin a four-year Policy 
in Action consultancy, 
spending a half-day per 
week in a leading health care system, foundation or non-gov-
ernmental organization, shaping and implementing a project 
with a real-world client.

In subsequent years, students engage in a longitudinal 
clerkship with a mentor physician. They work with an 
assigned panel of about 30 patients, whom they follow to 
health care settings ranging from the operating room to pri-
mary care doctors’ and specialists’ offices.

By the third year, MD/MPA students gain global policy 
experience by spending 10 days in an international setting 
where they meet with elected officials, entrepreneurs and 
lawmakers to examine how policy is constructed. Past sites 
for these immersion programs have included Sweden, Brazil, 
India and Cambodia.

This international emphasis is unique to the Watson 
Institute’s MPA program, the only program in the country 
to integrate an international policy experience into the core 
curriculum. v

EpiVax awarded $600,000 NIH grant to improve a vaccine for the H7N9 avian influenza virus

KINGSTON – University of Rhode Island 
Research Professor ANNIE DE GROOT, 

MD, and her team at EpiVax have 
been awarded a $600,000 grant from 
the National Institutes of Health to 
improve a vaccine for the H7N9 avian 
influenza virus.

De Groot is the co-founder, chief 
executive officer and chief scientific 
officer of EpiVax, a Providence-based 
biotechnology company. She is also the 
director of the URI Institute for Immu-
nology and Informatics, where she and 
her colleagues apply bioinformatics 
tools to develop vaccines for emerging 
infectious diseases.

The grant was from the Small Busi-
ness Innovation Research program 

at the National Institutes of Health. 
De Groot and URI associate professor 
Lenny Moise, the director of vaccine 
research at EpiVax, will oversee the 
research in collaboration with Ted 
Ross, director of the Center for Vaccines 
and Immunology at the University  
of Georgia.

The novelty of the program stems 
from the concept that vaccines can be 
“immune engineered’’ to be more effec-
tive, De Groot says. Re-engineering 
the viral proteins to produce more of 
an immune response without modify-
ing their ability to generate protective 
antibodies to the original “wild-type” 
version is the major focus of the work 
under the new program, she says.

The H7N9 influenza has been called 
a “stealth virus’’ because of its ability 
to evade the human immune response, 
both in natural infections and in vac-
cine formulations. H7N9 vaccines 
developed using conventional methods 
have significantly underperformed in 
clinical trials. De Groot says that the 
EpiVax program aims to re-engineer 
H7N9 viral proteins to be more easily 
detected by the immune system, result-
ing in a more potent vaccine product.

The first version of the vaccine from 
EpiVax will soon enter a trial in Aus-
tralia in collaboration with Vaxine in 
Australia and Protein Sciences Corp.  
in Connecticut. v
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Drs. Viren D’Sa, Barry Lester awarded $11.1M NIH grant to study environmental 
influences on child health

The National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) recently announced $157 mil-
lion in awards in fiscal year 2016 to 
launch a seven-year initiative called 
Environmental Influences on Child 
Health Outcomes (ECHO) – a program 
that will investigate how exposure to a 
range of environmental factors in early 
development influences the health of 
children and adolescents.

Two Care New England hospitals 
– Memorial Hospital and Women & 
Infants Hospital of Rhode Island – were 
among the 35 pediatric cohorts who 
will together enroll more than 50,000 
children to study the early environ-
mental origins of health outcomes. The 
initial award to Memorial is a two-year 
grant of $6.2 million, and $4.9 million 
over two years to Women & Infants. 
Pending successful completion of 
this “feasibility phase,” an additional 
five years of funding is expected to  
be available.

Memorial
The principal investigator at Memo-
rial is VIREN D’SA, MD, the hospi-
tal’s pediatrician-in-chief, director of 
the New England Pediatric Institute 
of Neurodevelopment (NEPIN) and 
associate professor of pediatrics at 
The Warren Alpert Medical School of 
Brown University, who is working with 
SEAN DEONI, PhD, a neuroimaging 
physicist at the University of Colorado 
and adjunct professor at the School of  
Engineering at Brown University.

They will draw on information 
gleaned from about 1,100 children 
enrolled in two ongoing studies – one 
based at Memorial Hospital and Brown 

University, which has followed chil-
dren from as young as three months of 
age since 2010 under a previous NIH 
grant, and a second based in Colorado, 
which has enrolled pregnant mothers. 
Combined, these studies sought to 
examine pre and postnatal influences 
that shape pediatric development.

“We are looking to better under-
stand how the various environmen-
tal, genetic and nutritional influences 
interact to shape early brain develop-
ment from the prenatal stage through 
childhood and to puberty,” Dr. Deoni 
said. “We will investigate how fac-
tors such as the in utero environment, 
starting as early as 22 weeks gestation, 
breastfeeding and early nutrition, lead 
exposure, parent interaction, sleep and 
daytime activity, pollution, and spe-
cific genes influence brain structure 
and function.”

The research will track the chil-
dren’s performance in many functional 
domains including academic progress 
as well, according to Dr. D’Sa. 

“By understanding how and when 
this diverse array of influences impact 
brain growth and ultimately affect 
childhood outcomes such as their per-
formance in school or their chance of 
developing a medical, developmental or 
behavioral disorder, we hope to identify 
predictors of such outcomes and learn 
how interventions can be optimized for  
a particular child to maximize their 
individual potential,” he said.

Women & Infants
Principal investigators at Women & 
Infants are BARRY M. LESTER, PhD, 
director of the hospital’s Brown Center 

for the Study of Children at Risk and 
professor of psychiatry and pediat-
rics at the Alpert Medical School, and 
CARMEN MARSIT, PhD, formerly of 
Women & Infants/Brown and now 
a professor at Emory University in 
Atlanta.  The project is entitled “Envi-
ronmental Influences of Neurodevel-
opmental Outcome in Infants Born 
Very Preterm.”

This grant will enable Dr. Lester and 
his colleagues to enhance the work they 
are doing through an existing study – 
the Neonatal Neurobehavior and Out-
comes in Very Preterm Infants (NOVI) 
Study. Sponsored by the National 
Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development, the primary goal of the 
NOVI study is to learn about how early 
detection of neurobehavior can iden-
tify which individual infants are most 
likely to suffer later developmental 
impairment and advance interventions 
to combat those developmental deficits.

“ECHO will enable us to study the  
development of these infants in the 
broader environmental cohort in which  
they develop, including a range of 
exposures from air pollution and chem-
icals in our neighborhoods to societal 
factors such as stress and parenting,”  
Dr. Lester said. “At the same time, 
NOVI will contribute a unique popu-
lation of very low birthweight infants  
to the pooled ECHO sample and study 
how the effects of the kind and timing of 
early exposures can be detected amongst 
these diverse populations. This is a 
win-win study, with children and their 
families as the ultimate winners.” v
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Hasbro receives $1.8M from NIH to study environmental influences on child health
PROVIDENCE – Hasbro Children’s Hos-
pital, the pediatric division of Rhode 
Island Hospital, has been awarded a 
$1.8 million grant from the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) as part of 
a national research project to study 
the effects of environmental expo-
sures on the health and development 
of children. The grant is tied to a NIH 
$157-million, seven-year initiative 
called Environmental influences on 
Child Health Outcomes (ECHO).

The ECHO program will investigate 
how exposure to a range of environ-
mental factors in early development 
– from conception through early child-
hood – influences the health of chil-
dren and adolescents. 

The Hasbro Children’s Hospital  
research will be led by PHYLLIS DEN-
NERY, MD, pediatrician-in-chief at 
Hasbro Children’s Hospital. Den-
nery will be joined on the initiative 

by THOMAS CHUN, MD, a pediatric 
emergency medicine physician at Has-
bro Children’s Hospital, and ABBOT 
LAPTOOK, MD, medical director of 
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at 
Women & Infants Hospital.

ECHO studies will focus on four key 
pediatric outcomes: upper and lower 
airway; obesity; pre-, peri- and postna-
tal outcomes; and neurodevelopment.

“We know that pediatric health 
issues can impact a child for the rest 
of his or her life,” said Dennery. “But, 
we also know that early intervention 
can drastically improve the course of a 
child’s long-term health and even avoid 
negative outcomes altogether. So, bet-
ter understanding of how maternal and 
environmental influences impact dis-
eases such as autism, obesity and asthma 
amongst others, will be very import-
ant to the health of Rhode Island chil-
dren and children across the country.”

Researchers will look at a broad 
range of potentially harmful exposures, 
from air pollution and chemicals in 
neighborhoods, to societal factors such 
as stress, to individual behaviors like 
sleep and diet. Some exposures may 
act through any number of biological 
processes, for example, changes in the 
expression of genes or development of 
the immune system.

A critical component of ECHO will 
be to use the NIH-funded Institutional 
Development Awards (IDeA) program 
to build state-of-the art pediatric clin-
ical research networks in rural and 
medically underserved areas, so that 
children from these communities can 
participate in clinical trials. Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital is one of 17 of these 
sites, with a goal of enrolling more than 
50,000 children nationally. v

Research Team Studies Use of Smartphone App to Teach Sexual Health to Adolescent Girls
New research published in The Journal of Pediatric and Adolescent Gynecology

PROVIDENCE – A research team 
led by LYNAE M. BRAYBOY, MD, 
reproductive endocrinologist in 
the Division of Reproductive 
Endocrinology and Infertility at 
Women & Infants Hospital of 
Rhode Island and at The Warren 
Alpert Medical School of Brown 
University, found that a smart-
phone application vs. traditional 
methods can potentially con-
nect teenage girls to more infor-
mation about sexual health. The 
research, entitled “Girl Talk: A Smartphone Application to 
Teach Sexual Health Education to Adolescent Girls,” was 
recently published in The Journal of Pediatric and Adoles-
cent Gynecology. The article was co-authored by CAROL 
WHEELER, MD, also of Women & Infants/Brown University.

“We found that a smartphone application is a feasible 
sexual health educational tool that is appealing to teenage 
girls,” said Dr. Brayboy. “In fact, our participants recom-
mended the application as a valuable resource to learn about 
comprehensive sexual health.”

For their research, Dr. Brayboy and her team recruited 
39 girls ages 12 to 17 from Rhode Island to participate in a 
two-phase prospective study. In phase one, 22 girls assessed 
a sexual health questionnaire in focus groups. In phase two, 

17 girls with iPhones used the 
Girl Talk application for two 
weeks and answered the revised 
sexual health questionnaire and 
interview questions before and 
after the application use.  The 
participants’ responses to the 
sexual health questionnaire, 
interviews and time viewing the 
application were used to deter-
mine feasibility and desirability 
of Girl Talk.

Dr. Brayboy explained that 
Girl Talk was used on average for 48 minutes during partic-
ipants’ free time on weekends, generally in 10 to 15 minute 
intervals. The reported usefulness of Girl Talk as a sexual 
health application increased significantly from baseline 
(35.3%) to follow-up (94.1%).“More than three-quarters of 
the participants were exposed to sexual health education 
before using Girl Talk, but 94.1% of participants stated that 
the application provided new and/or more detailed informa-
tion than health classes.”

Dr. Brayboy and her team will be seeking opportunities to 
perform additional trials to determine if Girl Talk improves 
sexual health knowledge, increases contraception usage and 
decreases sexually transmitted infections and unplanned 
pregnancy. v

Carol Wheeler, MDLynae M. Brayboy, MD
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Research Evaluates Risk Factors for Postpartum Depression in Mothers of Preterm Infants
Research team from Women & Infants Hospital publishes in The Journal of Pediatrics

PROVIDENCE – Postpartum depression 
is the most common complication 
of pregnancy and childbirth, affect-
ing up to 15 percent of all women 
within the first three months fol-
lowing delivery. Research has shown 
that mothers of infants born prema-
turely have almost double the rates 
of postpartum depression, particu-
larly during their time in the neonatal  
intensive care unit (NICU).

Research led by BETTY R. VOHR, MD, 
director of Women & Infants’ Neonatal 
Follow-Up Program and professor of 
pediatrics at The Warren Alpert Med-
ical School of Brown University, found 
that there are certain social and emo-
tional factors that further increase the 
risk of postpartum depression in moth-
ers of preterm infants. The research, 
entitled “Social Emotional Factors 
Increase Risk of Postpartum Depres-
sion in Mothers of Preterm Infants,” 
has been published in The Journal of 
Pediatrics. Lead author is KATHELEEN 
HAWES, PhD, RN, of the Center for 
Children and Families at Women & 
Infants Hospital of Rhode Island and 
assistant professor (adjunct) in the 

Department of Pediatrics at the Alpert 
Medical School.

“We found mothers with a previous 
mental health disorder and experienc-
ing negative perceptions of herself and 
her infant at NICU discharge were 
at increased risk for depression one 
month post discharge, regardless of 
the infant’s gestational age at birth,” 
explained Hawes. 

The study included 724 mothers of 
preterm infants who were cared for 
more than five days in the NICU and 
participated in a Transition Home Pro-
gram. Families in the program received 
enhanced support and education about 
their infants from former NICU parents 
trained as family resource specialists. 
Participants completed an evaluation 
prior to discharge to determine their 
perceptions of NICU staff support, 
infant well-being, maternal well-be-
ing (emotional readiness/competency), 
and maternal comfort (worry about 
her infant). Mental health history and 
social risk factors were also obtained 
by the researchers. At one month post 
discharge, the Edinburgh Postnatal 
Depression Scale was administered.

Women & Infants Participating in National Pelvic Floor Disorders Network
PROVIDENCE – Women & Infants Hospital has 
been selected by the National Institutes of 
Health’s (NIH) to participate in the Pelvic Floor 
Disorders Network (PFDN) for a second con-
secutive five-year cycle. Women & Infants is 
one of just seven medical centers from across 
the US, and the only one in the Northeast, to 
work collaboratively to develop and perform 
research studies related to women with pelvic 
floor disorders.

Principal investigator at Women & Infants 
is VIVIAN SUNG, MD, MPH, FACOG of Women & Infants’ 
Division of Urogynecology and Reconstructive Pelvic Sur-
gery and associate professor at The Warren Alpert Medical 
School of Brown University. 

“Pelvic floor disorders are an issue of growing importance, 
from both an individual and public health point of view,” 
said Dr. Sung. “Participating in such high-level, national 
research will offer us the opportunity to test and refine 
the most appropriate treatment protocols for women for 

generations to come. From a patient perspec-
tive, being part of this network also brings new 
and cutting edge treatment options to women 
in our region.”

The five-year grant from the NIH’s Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development will enable 
members of the Network to design and conduct 
large-scale, high quality studies to significantly 
advance the care of women with pelvic floor dis-
orders. Studies include treatments and preven-

tion of urinary incontinence, fecal incontinence, pelvic organ 
prolapse, and other sensory and emptying abnormalities  
of the lower urinary and gastrointestinal tracts.

Studies currently enrolling include a randomized trial 
studying the most effective procedures for prolapse of the 
vagina, a randomized trial studying different treatment 
options for controlling bowel leakage, and a randomized 
trial evaluating the best treatments for mixed urinary  
incontinence. v 

Hawes said, “Mothers of early, mod-
erate and late preterm infants reported 
similar rates of possible depression – 
20%, 22% and 18% respectively – one 
month after NICU discharge. A history 
of mental health disorder, decreased 
perception of maternal well-being, 
decreased maternal comfort regarding 
her infant, and decreased perception of 
family cohesion were also associated 
with possible depression at one month 
post discharge.”

Hawes and her colleagues con-
cluded that comprehensive mental 
health assessment prior to discharge 
is essential to identify women at risk 
and provide appropriate referrals.  She 
said, “Comprehensive transition home 
assessment and interventions to reduce 
anxiety and bolster maternal mental 
health, confidence and readiness, along 
with post discharge assessment, are 
needed to identify, treat and support 
mothers of preterm infants.”

The research team also included 
Women & Infants/Brown University col-
leagues ELISABETH MCGOWAN, MD;  
MELISSA O’DONNELL, MSW; and  
RICHARD TUCKER, BA. v
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Enrollment 100% in Prescription Drug Monitoring Program
PROVIDENCE – One hundred percent of healthcare providers who are authorized  
to prescribe opioids and other potent medications are now enrolled in the 
state’s Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP), the Rhode Island 
Department of Health (RIDOH) announced last week.

In addition to prescribers, the PDMP is used by pharmacists when filling 
prescriptions. Legislation from 2014 requires all prescribers of controlled sub-
stances to register for the PDMP; however, before RIDOH initiated a PDMP 
Education, Notification, and Enforcement Plan in January 2016, only approx-
imately 40% of prescribers had done so. Through increased training and staff 
visits to practices, RIDOH helped boost enrollment to 100%.

“The Prescription Drug Monitoring Program is an indispensable tool in the 
fight against the epidemic of overdose in Rhode Island,” said Director of Health 
and Overdose Task Force Co-Chair NICOLE ALEXANDER-SCOTT, MD, MPH. 

In addition to ensuring all eligible users are enrolled in the PDMP, RIDOH 
is working to enhance the tool to make it easier for users to integrate it into 
their current practice and support better patient care. 

Rhode Island’s PDMP is now connected to similar databases in Massachu-
setts, Connecticut, and seven other states, and prescribers will soon auto-
matically be notified about potentially risky prescribing behaviors by any 
prescriber treating their patients. RIDOH is also working with practices to 
help connect the PDMP to patients’ electronic health records. v

Dr. Linda J. Resnik at Providence 
VA awarded $2.5M for Multi-
Center Amputation Care Study 
PROVIDENCE – DR. LINDA J. RESNIK, a 
researcher at the Providence VA Medical 
Center, was awarded a 
three-year contract by the 
Department of Defense 
on Sept. 23rd to study 
the care of veterans and 
service members with 
upper-limb amputations. 

“This study will be the 
largest, most comprehen-
sive, study of Veterans 
and service members with upper-limb 
amputation,” said Dr. Resnik, the princi-
pal investigator for the study, who is also 
a professor of research at the Department 
of Health Services, Policy and Practice at 
Brown University. “Findings will be used 
to improve quality of care, and inform 
evidence based policies for device pre-
scription and provision of rehabilitation 
services.” 

The nearly $2.5 million contract, 
awarded by DOD’s Orthotics and Pros-
thetics Outcomes Research Program to 
the Ocean State Research Institute Inc., 
the non-profit arm of the Providence 
VAMC, will provide data to assess the 
quality of amputation care in VA and 
the DOD, and the impact of their new 
evidence based clinical practice guide-
lines for the rehabilitation of people with 
upper limb amputation over a one-year 
follow-up period. 

A cross-agency collaboration, the study 
will include participation by the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Medical School; 
University of South Florida; Henry M. 
Jackson Foundation for the Advancement 
of Military Medicine Inc. at the Center 
for the Intrepid at Brooke Army Medical 
Center; Tampa VA Research and Educa-
tion Foundation at the James A. Haley 
VA Medical Center; North Florida Foun-
dation for Research and Education at the 
Malcom Randall VA Medical Center; 
McGuire Research Institute at Hunter 
Holmes McGuire VA Medical Center; 
and the Seattle Institute for Biomedical 
and Clinical Research at VA Puget Sound 
Health Care System. v

Southcoast Health’s Center for Weight Loss at Charlton 
earns national accreditation 
FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSSETS — Southcoast Health announced last week that the 
Center for Weight Loss at Charlton Memorial Hospital in Fall River has been 
accredited as a Comprehensive Bariatric Center under the Metabolic and Bar-
iatric Surgery Accreditation and Quality Improvement Program (MBSAQIP), 
a joint program of the American College of Surgeons (ACS) and the American 
Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery (ASMBS).

Southcoast Health’s Center for Weight Loss at Tobey Hospital in Wareham 
is also accredited by the MBSAQIP.

The MBSAQIP standards ensure that bariatric surgical patients receive a 
multidisciplinary program, not just a surgical procedure, which improves 
patient outcomes and long-term success. The accredited center offers preop-
erative and postoperative care designed specifically for their severely obese 
patients.

“We are pleased to add Charlton Memorial Hospital to our already well- 
established bariatric program at Tobey Hospital. Patients in the Fall River and 
Rhode Island region now have easy access to a comprehensive weight loss 
surgery program that has been recognized nationally for excellence. Local sur-
gical care provides patients with convenient access and improves outcomes 
with better long-term follow up support,” said RAYFORD KRUGER, MD, 

FACS, Chief of the Southcoast Center for Weight Loss.
To earn the MBSAQIP designation, the Center for Weight Loss at Charlton  

Memorial met essential criteria for staffing, training and facility infrastruc-
ture and protocols for care, ensuring its ability to support patients with severe 
obesity. The center also participates in a national data registry that yields 
semiannual reports on the quality of its processes and outcomes, identify-
ing opportunities for continuous quality improvement. The standards are 
specified in the MBSAQIP Resources for Optimal Care of the Metabolic and  
Bariatric Surgery Patient 2014, published by the ACS and ASMBS. v
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