
Gateway $1.2M grant focused on homelessness
Creating comprehensive, multi-agency resources across state key to program 

Gateway’s The Autism Project awarded $1.26M 
Will extend reach of autism spectrum disorder and developmental disabilities 
services throughout Rhode Island

PAWTUCKET – Gateway Healthcare was awarded a $1.2 mil-
lion grant over three years from the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to 
develop a program to provide behavioral health treatment to 
Rhode Island’s homeless, Gateway announced today.  

The program will offer treatment to homeless adults with 
chronic mental health issues, including substance abuse 
disorder, serious mental illness and serious emotional dis-
turbance. Gateway, a Lifespan affiliate, will develop and 
manage the program using evidence-based mental health 
care practices endorsed by SAMHSA. Critical to the program 
is the coordination of diverse community resources that will 
play a vital role in helping ensure program participants’ con-
tinuum of care. This includes networking with primary care 
services, emergency departments, law enforcement, medical 
benefits agencies and homeless shelters. 

“At the core of this effort is community,” said RICHARD 

LECLERC, president of Gateway Healthcare. “As a behavioral 

health care organization, we have the ability to help people 
regain mental strength and help them work toward a stable 
and healthier future for themselves and their families. To be 
successful, this program must involve a health care system 
that works together, and a community that is understanding 
and accepting of these individuals as they re-enter society.”

“These individuals are highly vulnerable, have very com-
plex needs,” added James DiNunzio, administrative director 
of Gateway Adult Services. “But just like all of us, they have 
their own background and experiences. With that under-
standing, we will work with each program participant to 
determine what care and resources are best for them. This 
includes helping them break out of addiction cycles, gaining 
access to specific care and benefits resources, and finding 
housing options.”

The federal grant will fund support services like assess-
ment, community support, crisis intervention and stabiliza-
tion, housing, and medical benefits research. v

JOHNSTON – Gateway Healthcare’s The Autism Project was 
awarded a $1.26 million grant from the Health Resources 
and Service Administration, Gateway announced August 11. 
The grant will fund Project IDENTIFY, a program designed 
to improve Rhode Island’s system of care integration for chil-
dren and youth with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and 
developmental disabilities (DD). The funding will help The 
Autism Project provide community resources, innovative 
telehealth technologies, and family navigation to improve 
knowledge of and access to ASD and DD diagnoses, services, 
and supports throughout Rhode Island. 

Project IDENTIFY is focused on increasing care coordina-
tion for children and adolescents at-risk for ASD/DD and 
support their families through partnerships with the Rhode 
Island Department of Health’s Screening to Succeed pro-
gram and Early Intervention, as well as United Way’s 2-1-1 
program, the Northeast Telehealth Resource Center, and 
other initiatives. 

The project will also educate professionals, key commu-
nity members and organizations, and medical providers on 
the early signs of ASD/DD, as well as how to get referrals, 
screenings, and proper diagnosis. Outreach will be accom-
plished through family navigators, who will be available 
face-to-face and via telehealth technologies. Live online 
trainings and a library of webinars will also be offered. Project 
IDENTIFY will partner with the Department of Health on 

the launch of Rhode Island’s Medical Home Portal, ensuring 
that information on ASD/DD resources in the state is cur-
rent and that families and providers have access to the portal.

“The HRSA grant not only provides critical funding but 
sends a message that there are critical autism spectrum 
disorder- and developmental disabilities-related services 
needed throughout many communities,” said JOANNE 

QUINN, executive director of The Autism Project. “We are 
grateful to have this opportunity to help more families,  
especially those in underserved areas of the state.”

The Autism Project will collaborate with its Lifespan 
partner Bradley Hospital on other key program components 
such as evaluation and outcome reporting. v
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IN THE NEWS

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE – The Medical Society  
has 442 square feet of newly renovated office space (3 con-
tiguous offices of 200 sq ft, 121 sq ft and 121 sq ft), complete 
with convenient sheltered parking and the opportunity for ten-
ants to share three well-equipped meeting spaces, break room, 
office machinery, etc. on the western edge of downtown Prov-
idence. Suitable for a small non-profit organization, boutique 
law firm, CPA firm or other office-based small business.  
Inquiries to Newell Warde, nwarde@rimed.org
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