
Providence Center, Care New England Seek Formal Affiliation

PROVIDENCE – Following a year of strategic and programmatic partnerships  
focused on enhancing the delivery of behavioral health care in the region, The 
Providence Center (TPC) and Care New England (CNE) announced they have 
begun negotiating the terms of a formal affiliation. 

The formal agreement seeks to solidify the integration of behavioral health 
services across community-based and hospital-based systems in order to pro-
vide comprehensive treatment and support across the full continuum of care 
to patients with mental illness and substance use disorders. The larger focus 
on public health, a key element to Care New England’s vision for the future of 
health care, includes a broader view that incorporates primary care, acute and 
specialty care, post-acute care and wellness.

TPC and CNE announced a strategic affiliation agreement in March 2013. 
The final affiliation agreement will require approval from the Rhode Is-
land Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and  
Hospitals (BHHDH). v

Bills Aimed At Stemming 
Overdose Deaths Become Law
STATE HOUSE – Two bills supported by 
the Senate Health and Human Services 
Committee to address the recent in-
crease in drug overdose deaths in the 
region have been signed into law, and a 
third was passed by the Assembly and 
awaits the governor’s action.

One of the bills signed into law ad-
dresses health insurance coverage for 
people with opioid substance use disor-
der and chronic addiction, which would: 

•	 Strengthen parity in coverage of 
mental health and substance use 
disorders, in clear language aligned 
with federal regulation, and require 
that both methadone treatment 
services and medications to treat 
opioid overdoses be included as 
covered health benefits.

•	 Provide patients with substance 
use disorders with information 
they need about critical services, 
when they need it most – when 
they are being discharged from a 
hospital. The legislation outlines 
a process that hospitals can use 
to make sure that patients with 
substance use disorders leave with 
real-time information in hand 
about community-based facilities 
and providers that have openings 
for them. As they leave, patients 
would also have a follow-up  
appointment scheduled for them 
with licensed professionals who 
understand substance use disorders.

•	 Extend the safety net to other 
health care settings that patients 
with substance use disorders also 
consult – places like urgent care 
settings, freestanding clinics and 
emergency room diversion facili-
ties. This legislation ensures that 
these settings also receive infor-
mation about community and 
health care resources that can be 
consulted to support patients with 
substance use disorders. v

Miriam Hospital Receives 8th Consecutive Award  
for Quality Care
PROVIDENCE – The Miriam Hospital has received the Get With The Guidelines- 
Stroke Gold-Plus Quality Achievement Award for using American Heart As-
sociation/American Stroke Association quality improvement measures when 
treating stroke patients. The distinction, which recognizes evidence-based 
clinical guidelines, acknowledges The Miriam’s commitment to quality, 
excellent care. The hospital treats more than 600 stroke patients each year 
and has received the Gold or Gold Plus designation for stroke care every year  
since 2008.

“Receiving this acknowledgment from the Heart Association/American 
Stroke Association over the last eight years validates the proven, comprehen-
sive model of care we use when treating our stroke patients,” said THOMAS 

F. TRACY, JR, MD, chief medical officer and senior vice president of medical  
affairs at The Miriam Hospital. “Our exemplary team of physicians, nurs-
es, and staff in The Miriam Stroke Center and emergency department work  
together as one to consistently administer the highest level of quality care.”

“We are pleased to recognize The Miriam for their commitment and dedi-
cation to stroke care,” said DEEPAK L. BHATT, MD, MPH, national chairman 
of the Get With The Guidelines steering committee and executive director of  
Interventional Cardiovascular Programs at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and 
professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School. “Studies have shown that 
hospitals that consistently follow Get With The Guidelines quality improve-
ment measures can reduce patients’ length of stays and 30-day readmission  
rates and reduce disparity gaps in care.”

The Get With The Guidelines-Stroke quality program embodies adoption 
of the latest, research-based treatment guidelines intended to speed recovery 
and reduce death and disability among stroke patients. In receiving the award, 
The Miriam met specific quality achievement measures for the rapid diagno-
sis and treatment of stroke patients. These measures include achieving and 
sustaining 85 percent or higher adherence to specific evidence-based guide-
lines over 24 consecutive months and aggressively using medications and risk- 
reduction therapies aimed at reducing death and disability and improving 
stroke patients’ lives. v

R H O D E  I S L A N D  M E D I C A L  J O U R N A L   58W W W. R I M E D . O R G  |  R I M J  A R C H I V E S  |  J U LY  W E B P A G E J U LY  2 0 1 4 

IN THE NEWS

http://www.rimed.org
http://www.rimed.org/rimedicaljournal-archives.asp
http://www.rimed.org/rimedicaljournal-2014-07.asp

	COVER
	CONTENTS 1 - Hepatitis C
	CONTENTS 2 - Commentary, Columns
	CONTENTS 3 – News/People
	CONTENTS 4 - Contributions
	COMMENTARY: Friedman
	COMMENTARY: Aronson
	LETTERS: Treatment of intracerebral hemorrhage: where do we stand?
	RIMJ AROUND THE WORLD: Havana, Chicago, Austin
	HEP C: From Margin  to Center in Rhode Island and Beyond
	HEP C: Waterfire
	HEP C: Estimating the True Prevalence of Hepatitis C in Rhode Island
	HEP C: Prevention and Control of Hepatitis C in Rhode Island
	HEP C: Q and A with Karen Tashima, MD
	HEP C: Who should be tested?
	HEP C: Hepatitis C Prevention and Needle Exchange Programs in Rhode Island: ENCORE
	HEP C: HCV among The Miriam Hospital and Rhode Island Hospital  Adult ED Patients
	CONTRIBUTION: An Intensive Medical Education Elective for Senior Medical Students
	CASE: Severe Cerebral Vasospasm after Traumatic Brain Injury
	HEALTH: Non-emergent Hospital Emergency Department Use  and Neighborhood Poverty in Rhode Island
	HEALTH: Vital Statistics
	RIMS NEWS
	NEWS: Bradley Hospital Study Finds Difference in Bipolar Disorder in Children, Adults
	NEWS: Engaging Patients Proven to Lower Readmissions, Helping Hospitals Avoid Penalties
	NEWS: Bills Aimed At Stemming Overdose Deaths Become Law
	NEWS: Providence Center, Care New England Seek Formal Affiliation 
	NEWS: Miriam Hospital Receives 8th Consecutive Award  for Quality Care
	NEWS: Lifespan, Blue Cross & Blue Shield of RI Sign Cost-sharing Agreement
	NEWS: Women & Infants among Best Children’s Hospitals in Neonatology  in U.S. News Media Group’s Ran
	NEWS: CharterCARE Health Partners, Prospect Medical Holdings Launch Partnership 
	NEWS: URI Awarded Nearly $19M  to Expand Biomedical Research
	NEWS: Rhode Island Hospital Receives National Cancer Award
	SPOTLIGHT: Coastal leaders describe challenges of designing  the primary care practice of the future
	PEOPLE: Recognition, Appointments
	LEXICON: A Manual of Some Handy Words  of Medicine
	HERITAGE: 100 Years Ago: The Arnold Laboratory at Brown Breaks Ground

