Date

Dear Patients:

We are writing today to inform you, our patients, about actions taken by Governor Carcieri and the Rhode Island General Assembly that affect our practice, and – unfortunately – the cost of your health care.

The new Rhode Island state budget imposes a 2% surcharge on all medical imaging services and outpatient surgeries performed in a physician office.  These new surcharges in no way benefit Rhode Island’s health care system. They are a tax on your health: on the mammograms, CT scans, MRIs, ultrasounds, X-rays, other imaging services and outpatient surgeries that help your physicians diagnose and treat you.

These new taxes on health care will erode access and increase cost. Many physicians must consider restricting or eliminating imaging and surgery services from their practice, which will result in longer waits and less convenience for patients.  Many practices, including ours, have no choice but to collect the surcharge from our patients directly... an unfair financial burden for you and a cumbersome administrative challenge for our staff.

We are working with the Rhode Island Medical Society and others to persuade Governor Carcieri and the General Assembly to repeal these unfair and arbitrary taxes on your health.  If you share the view that this is bad public policy and an unfair burden on needed health services, please ask our receptionist for postcards you can sign urging Governor Carcieri and the General Assembly to repeal these taxes for the sake of patient care.

We will keep you informed about our efforts, and we ask for your patience and understanding as we work to develop collection mechanisms for these new state taxes.

Sincerely, 

John Smith, MD

