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the Warren Alpert medical school of Brown 
university: class of 2011

Philip A. Gruppuso, MD, Eileen Palenchar, and Janice Viticonte

on may 29, 2011, 100 men and women 
received the Doctor of Medicine degree 
from the Warren Alpert Medical School 
(AMS) of Brown University. These new 
physicians represent the 37th class gradu-
ated from our institution since 1975. Of 
the over 2,700 physician graduates of 
AMS to date, approximately 12% are 
currently licensed to practice in Rhode 

Island. This represents a substantial 
contribution of the medical school to 
health care in our state. By introducing 
the graduates of the MD Class of 2011 
to the physician community in our state, 
this article is intended to apprise Rhode 
Island’s physician community of the 
medical school’s ongoing contribution to 
health care in Rhode Island.

A portrAit of the ClAss of 
2010

Of the 100 graduates in this year’s 
class, 54 are women and 46 are men. Four 
of our most recent graduates are residents 
of Rhode Island. The Rhode Island stu-
dents in this year’s graduating class came 
from four different communities in the 
state: East Greenwich, Lincoln, Bar-



Table 1. Specialty Choices for Warren Alpert Medical School Classes of 2004 – 2011
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Table 2. Warren Alpert Medical School Class of 2011 Match List
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Table 2. Warren Alpert Medical School Class of 2011 Match List (cont.)
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Table 2. Warren Alpert Medical School Class of 2011 Match List (cont.)
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Table 2. Warren Alpert Medical School Class of 2011 Match List (cont.)

rington, and Providence. The remaining 
students came from across the US. 

This is one of the most experientially 
diverse classes in the history of the medical 
school. The breakdown of the graduating 
class by admissions route is 47% PLME 
(the 8-year Program in Liberal Medical 
Education), 34% standard pre-med and 
5% students from post-baccalaureate pro-
grams (three from Bryn Mawr, one from 
Goucher, and one from Columbia). The 
remaining fourteen students came to AMS 
via the advanced transfer, Early Identifi-
cation Program, Brown-Dartmouth and 
MD-PhD routes. This year represents 
the last cohort of Brown-Dartmouth 
students, a group who completed their 
first two years at Dartmouth and their 
clinical years at Brown. 

The most common undergraduate 
major among the graduates was biology 

(34%; inclusive of sub-disciplines such 
as biochemistry, neuroscience, and com-
munity health).

Taken together, science majors (in-
cluding math, engineering, chemistry 
and psychology) accounted for 70% of all 
majors. Of the remaining students, 15% 
of majors were in the humanities and 15% 
in the social sciences. 

The Class of 2011 is the second 
graduating class to complete the AMS 
Scholarly Concentrations Program. This 
elective program was established five years 
ago. It provides students with the oppor-
tunity to undertake mentored scholarly 
work in a variety of cross-disciplinary 
areas. Twenty-seven students partici-
pated in and completed the program. 
Their areas of focus were: Advocacy and 
Activism (four students); Aging (three); 
Contemplative Studies (one), Disaster 

Medicine and Response (two), Global 
Health (seven); Informatics (one), Medi-
cal Education (two); Medical Humanities 
and Ethics (two); Medical Technology 
(two); Women’s Reproductive Health 
(three). Students who completed the 
Scholarly Concentrations Program were 
distributed in similar proportions across 
the various admission routes.

residenCy And CAreer ChoiCes
An examination of the specialty 

choices made by this year’s graduates (Ta-
ble 1) showed an increase relative to recent 
years in the proportion choosing primary 
care disciplines. Internal medicine contin-
ued to be the primary career choice among 
all disciplines. The proportion of students 
entering family medicine increased to 8%. 
The rise in primary care career choice is 
a trend that has also been seen at AMS’ 
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peer institutions and US medical schools 
in general. There were no significant dif-
ferences in career choice when comparing 
students who came to AMS via the PLME 
and premed admission routes.

As has been the case in recent years, 
our students’ residency placements (Table 
2) again showed many students matching 

at highly regarded programs 
within their chosen specialties. 
This was reflected in part by 
the number of students match-
ing at programs affiliated with 
Harvard (five), the University 
of Pennsylvania (two), Stanford 
(two), Duke (three), Yale (two), 
and Johns Hopkins (two). 
Students’ residency placements 
again showed considerable 
geographic diversity (Table 3). 
Fourteen of our graduates will 
be staying on in AMS-affiliated 
programs in Rhode Island. This 
number was exceeded only by 
the number of students who 
will enter programs in New 
York (19).

In closing, it should be 
noted that this year marks a 
unique milestone in the history 
of the medical school. This is 
the last class that will graduate 
prior to AMS occupying its new 
medical school building at 222 
Richmond Street. We at AMS 
take pride in noting the profes-
sionalism and collegiality of 
our students in supporting the 
administration, faculty and each 

other through our long-standing chal-
lenges relating to our facilities. This class 
has also been instrumental in contributing 
to the design of the new facility and of our 
curriculum. Their contributions to AMS 
bode for their future success as physicians 
and as leaders.
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Table 3. Geographi Destination for all 
MD Class of 2011 graduates moving on 
to PGY-1 positions.


