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Number (a)
165
208

34
47
44

Number (a) Rates (b) YPll (c)
 2,284 216.9 3,184.5
 2,301 218.5 6,347.5
 476 45.2 680.0
 657 62.4 10,755.5
 515 48.9 577.5

Reporting Period

12 months ending with June 2010
June
2010

underlying
cause of death

Live Births
Deaths

 Infant Deaths
  Neonatal Deaths

Marriages
Divorces

Induced Terminations
Spontaneous Fetal Deaths

 Under 20 weeks gestation
 20+ weeks gestation

 Number Number Rates
 949 11,841 11.1*
 940 9,295 8.7*
 (6) (72) 6.1#
 (6) (66) 5.6#
 296 6,084 5.7*
 262 3,310 3.1*
 256 4,169 352.1#
 64 688 58.1#
 (59) (622) 66.9#
 (5) (66) 5.6#

Reporting Period

12 months ending with 
december 2010 

december
2010

Vital events

Rhode Island Monthly
Vital Statistics Report

Provisional Occurrence 
Data from the

Division of Vital Records

(a) Cause of death statistics were derived 
from the underlying cause of death reported 
by physicians on death certificates.

(b) Rates per 100,000 estimated population 
of 1,053,209. (www.census.gov)

(c) Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL).

Note:  Totals represent vital events that occurred in 
Rhode Island for the reporting periods listed above. 
Monthly provisional totals should be analyzed with 
caution because the numbers may be small and subject 
to seasonal variation.

* Rates per 1,000 estimated population 
# Rates per 1,000 live births

rhodE isLaNd dEparTMENT of hEaLTh

MiChaEL fiNE, Md
iNTEriM dirECTor of hEaLTh EdiTEd by CoLLEEN foNTaNa, sTaTE rEGisTrar

V ital statistics

Diseases of the Heart
Malignant Neoplasms

Cerebrovascular Diseases
Injuries (Accidents/Suicide/Homicide)

COPD

the mother of all measurements


Physician’s Lexicon

in september of 1939, the month that 
witnessed the birth of World War II, a 
comic strip made its inaugural DC Com-
ics appearance. It was called Superman 
and was the work of Joe Shuster and Jerry 
Siegel.  And the city where Superman 
worked under guise of a newspaper re-
porter ? It was called Metropolis, a rather 
generic choice, and meaning, in Greek, 
mother city. It defined those mother cities 
in Attica from whence satellite cities were 
spawned when metropolitan adventurers 
founded distant Mediterranean colonies. 
The abbreviated word, Metro, has now 
taken on  broader, more urbane meanings 
as synonyms either for the subway system, 
the downtown shopping center of a large 
city or, as the more abbreviated, Met, 
signifying an opera house or museum.

An earlier proto-Greek root, metro-, 
has yielded an abundance of English 
words with at least three overlapping 

meanings: (1) to measure, as in meter, 
geometry, metronome, metrology; and 
specific measurements within the arts 
such as the metronome of music or the 
metrics of poetical rhythm; (2) a human 
community or city, as in metropolis 
or metropolitan; and (3) uterus, as in 
metrorrhagia, metritis, endometrium.

Further medical terms built on the 
Greek, metros, include: metralgia, metror-
rhexis, metroscope, metroperitonitis.

The Latin equivalent, matri-, gives 
rise to English words such as matriarch, 
matrilineal, matrimony, matrix (in its 
original sense as a synonym of a womb 
or uterus), matron, alma mater (our 
mother), matriculate (to register, to grow 
out of ) but not mattress (from an Arabic 
word meaning a place to put things).

The Latin, mater, meaning mother, 
appears in words such as maternity, 
materfamilias, and the meningeal cover-

ings of the brain: pia mater (literally, thin 
or delicate mother; the pia, a borrowed 
word from the Arabic), and dura mater 
(meaning tough, from the Latin, durus, 
as in English words such as endurance 
and duress.)  Much of Arabic medicine 
employs metaphoric terminology particu-
larly using terms such as mother or father 
to denote anatomic relationships.

The sense of measurement is incor-
porated in words using the root –metry, 
such as trigonometry. And the same root 
is used in a handful of words to define the 
meter, or metrical, of formal poetry.

And finally, there is the international 
metric system of measurement devised in 
France in 1791 using a decimalized set of 
measuring units. The system is almost uni-
versal: only three nations have not adopted 
it: Liberia, Burma and the United States.

– stanley m. aronson, md


