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Number (a)
188
190

38
52
38

Number (a) rates (b) Ypll (c)
 2,327 220.9 3,124.5
 2,238 212.5 6,232.5
 459 43.6 840.0
 619 58.8 10,652.5
 492 46.7 550.0

reporting period

12 months ending with April 2010
April
2010

underlying
cause of death

Live Births
Deaths

 Infant Deaths
  Neonatal Deaths

Marriages
Divorces

Induced Terminations
Spontaneous Fetal Deaths

 Under 20 weeks gestation
 20+ weeks gestation

 Number Number rates
 1,006 11,863 11.2*
 818 9,102 8.5*
 (1) (72) 6.0#
 (4) (62) 5.2#
 828 6,114 5.7*
 338 3,300 3.1*
 297 4,196 352.0#
 27 586 49.2#
 (20) (522) 57.4#
 (7) (64) 5.4#

reporting period

12 months ending with 
october 2010 

october
2010

Vital events

Rhode Island Monthly
Vital Statistics Report

Provisional Occurrence 
Data from the

Division of Vital Records

(a) Cause of death statistics were derived 
from the underlying cause of death reported 
by physicians on death certificates.

(b) Rates per 100,000 estimated population 
of 1,053,209. (www.census.gov)

(c) Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL).

Note:  Totals represent vital events that occurred in 
Rhode Island for the reporting periods listed above. 
Monthly provisional totals should be analyzed with 
caution because the numbers may be small and subject 
to seasonal variation.

* Rates per 1,000 estimated population 
# Rates per 1,000 live births
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V itAl stAtistics

Diseases of the Heart
Malignant Neoplasms

Cerebrovascular Diseases
Injuries (Accidents/Suicide/Homicde)

COPD

A medical menagerie


Physician’s Lexicon

through analogy and metaphor the 
names of certain denizens of earth, air, 
and sea have found their way into the 
physician’s lexicon.  Lupus erythema-
tosus, with its characteristic butterfly 
lesion, takes its name from that attacker 
of flesh, the wolf (L. lupus).  The rough 
and furrowed skin of leprosy reminded 
Aretaeus of Cappodocia of an elephant’s 
hide so he called the disease elephantia, 
a term no longer used for that affliction 
but surviving today in elephantiasis, the 
grotesque swelling caused by a filarial 
worm.  Scaly skin caused by a variety of 
diseases is captured by the term icthyosis 
(Gr. ichthys, fish), while circumscribed 
regions of baldness looked to the Greeks 
like mange on a fox (Gr. alopex), hence 
alopecia.  Latin tenia (worm) is found 
in the names of diseases caused by real 
worms but ringworm, tenia capitis, is a 

fungal infection.  The Arthopodia give 
us formication (L. formis, ant), the feeling 
that ants are crawling on the body, and the 
web-like varicosities in the skin called spi-
der veins.  Cancer and carcinoma descend 
from the Greek word for crab (karkinos) 
and one variety is the rodent ulcer, the 
ulcer that gnaws, as do members of the 
order Rodentia, one of whom contributes 
the term hare-lip.  From the barnyard 
come chickenpox, swine flu, and mad-cow 
disease, and vaccination from Latin vacca, 
cow.  A deletion at chromosome 5p is 
responsible for the cri-du-chat syndrome 
and a deformity of the thorax that pushes 
the sternum forward (L. pectus carinatum) 
carries the vernacular name pigeon breast.  
Phocomelia, a developmental anomaly 
characterized by flipper-like limbs, com-
bines two Greek words: phocia (seal) and 
melea (limb).  To the animal kingdom we 

owe, lexically at least, our canine teeth 
and ears with a concha (Latin, mollusk) 
on the outside, a cochlea (Latin, snail) on 
the inside and the hirsute tragus that re-
minded someone of the tuft on the goat’s 
(Gr. tragos) chin.  Not to be left out, the 
skull can claim a seahorse in the temporal 
lobe (Gr. hippocampus), a worm in the 
cerebellum (L. vermis cerebelli), a horses 
tail in the spinal canal (L. cauda equina ), 
a rooster’s crest on the sphenoid bone (L. 
crista galli), and his spur on the occipital 
cortex (L. calcar avis). 

– James McIlwain, MD
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