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Number (a)
169
177

38
53
51

Number (a) Rates (b) YPLL (c)
2,359 224.5 3,150.0
2,256 214.7 6,225.0

424 40.4 877.0
576 54.8 9,688.5
527 50.2 344.5

Reporting Period

12 Months Ending with September 2009
September

2009

Underlying
Cause of Death

Live Births
Deaths

Infant Deaths
Neonatal Deaths

Marriages
Divorces

Induced Terminations
Spontaneous Fetal Deaths

Under 20 weeks gestation
20+ weeks gestation

Number Number Rates
1,020 12,185 11.4*

830 9,109 8.5*
(8) (84) 6.9#
(5) (69) 5.7#

247 6,157 5.8*
336 3,157 3.0*
406 4,182 343.2#

92 704 57.8#
(88) (628) 51.5#

(4) (76) 6.2#

Reporting Period
12 Months Ending with

March 2010
March
2010

Vital Events

Rhode Island Monthly
Vital Statistics Report

Provisional Occurrence
Data from the

Division of Vital Records

(a) Cause of death statistics were derived from
the underlying cause of death reported by
physicians on death certificates.

(b) Rates per 100,000 estimated population of
1,050,788 (US Census: July 1, 2007)

(c) Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL)

Note:  Totals represent vital events which occurred in
Rhode Island for the reporting periods listed above.
Monthly provisional totals should be analyzed with cau-
tion because the numbers may be small and subject to
seasonal variation.

* Rates per 1,000 estimated population
# Rates per 1,000 live births
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Diseases of the Heart
Malignant Neoplasms

Cerebrovascular Diseases
Injuries (Accidents/Suicide/Homicde)

COPD

The Cleansing of Blunt Language
�

Physician’s Lexicon

The profession of medicine has often
been accused of using big words to hide
stark realities, of masking uncomfortable
situations that are customarily described by
less decorous, blunter, more readily under-
stood Anglo-Saxon words. The ancient
Greeks had a word for this; they called this
process of employing courteous circumlo-
cutions,  euphemy. The eu- prefix denotes
good, well or normal, as in words such as
eucaryote, eugenic (healthy birth), eu-
globulin, Eugene (nobly born), euphoria
(well-being) but not eunuch (derived from
the Greek root eune meaning bed).

If euphemy defines a good word,
then blasphemy describes its opposite, to
speak impiously of someone or some-
thing. The Greek root, blas-, denotes
something ill or obscene.

In the interests of clarity and avail-
ability to physicians of all nations, medi-

cine confines most of its technical vocabu-
lary to the two languages that were, at
one time, universally understood by its
practitioners: classical Greek and Latin.
Still, the lay public contends that a sim-
pler assortment of words should be em-
ployed when physicians talk to them
about their immediate illnesses.

Admittedly, medicine does not delib-
erately offer the arcane term,
endorhinocurettage as a synonym for de-
liberate nose-picking, although the euphe-
mism is certainly more polite.  Nor is the
profession thinking of substituting “radia-
tion enhancement device” for atom bombs.
Nor yet has medicine furthered such com-
monly encountered circumlocutions as
judicially-sanctioned execution or capital
punishment for state murder; or strategic
misrepresentation for diplomatic lying.
We as a profession are guilty, however, of

renaming plastic or reconstructive surgery
as esthetic surgery, and rheumatology as
articularly-challenged medicine.

And though blaspheme had its roots
in ancient Greek, it wended its way
through a succession of Germanic lan-
guages including Middle English as
blasfemen, meaning to speak ill of some-
one. The –pheme root has its origins in a
Greek word meaning fame, renown or
voice. Aphemia, an obsolete term for
motor aphasia, is the inability to express
thought in articulated language it is  a
word coined by the neurologist Paul
Broca (1824 – 1880).

George Bernard Shaw once ob-
served that all great truths begin as blas-
phemies.

– STANLEY M. ARONSON, MD


