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all parties. However, with an open discussion among caregivers
and a systematic method of evaluation and treatment, effective

management can be achieved.

SuGGESTED READING

Mace NL, Rabins PV. The 36-Hour Day. Johns Hopkins
Press 1999. Baltimore, MD.

Rabins PV, Lyketsos CG, Steele CD. Eds. i. New Your: Ox-
ford University Press;2006.

A pocket guide to dementia and associated behavioral symp-
toms: Diagnosis, assessment, and management. 3rd Edi-
tion. Gravenstein S, Davidson HE, Han LE eds. Insight
Therapeutics Publishing, LLC. Norfolk, VA. 2007.

REFERENCES

1. Cohen-Mansfield ], Billig N. Agitated behaviors in the elderly. I. A conceptual

review.] Am Geriatr Soc 1986;34:711-21.

Lisa E Han, MPH, is a partner at Insight Therapeutics,
LLC, Norfolk, VA.

H. Edward Davidson, PharmD, MPH, is Assistant Profes-
sor, Clinical Internal Medicine, Eastern Virginia Medical School,
and a partner at Insight Therapeutics, LLC, Norfolk, VA.

Stefan Gravenstein, MD, MPH, FACP is Professor of Medi-
cine, The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University,
and Clinical Director, Quality Partners of Rhode Island.

Disclosure of Financial Interests
The authors have no financial interests to disclose.

CORRESPONDENCE
Stefan Gravenstein
e-mail: sgravenstein@riqio.sdps.org

9SOW-RI-GERIATRICS-052009

2. Teri L, McCurry SMet al. Training community consultants to help family

members improve dementia care. Gerontologist 2005;45;802-11.

3. WangPS, Schneeweiss S, et al. Risk of death in elderly users of conventional vs.
atypical antipsychotic medications. NE/M 2005;353:2335-41.

4. Ray WA, Chung CP, etal. Atypical antipsychotic drugs and the risk of sudden
cardiac death. NEJM 2009; 360: 225-35.

5. Rabins PV, Blacker MD, et al and the Work Group on Alzheimer’s Disease and

Other Dementia. Practice Guideline for the treatment of patients with
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. DOI: 10.1176/
appi.books.9780890423967.152139  American Psychiatric Association.

THE ANALYSES UPON WHICH THIS PUBLICATION IS BASED were per-
formed under Contract Number 500-02-R102, funded by the Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid Services, an agency of the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services. The content of this pub-
lication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, nor does mention of trade
names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement
by the U.S. Government. The author assumes full responsibility for

hetp://www.psychiatryonline.com/pracGuide/pracGuideTopic_3.aspx.

the accuracy and completeness of the ideas presented.

Physician’s Lexicon
The Fruitful Words of Obstetrics

Each clinical discipline in medicine
possesses its distinctive history, cultural mi-
lieu and terminology. Obstetrics is no
different with its abundance of words per-
taining to pregnancy and childbirth:
terms such as gravid, gestating, parturi-
ent, fecund and pregnant.

Gravid is derived from the Latin
gravidus meaning heavy (with child). Cog-
nate words, such as gravity, gravitas and
grave emphasize the weightiness while ig-
noring its obstetrical meaning. Isaac New-
ton coined the verb “gravitate,” in the
sense of moving toward something, to
describe his theory of gravity, while gravy
is an Old English word that is ultimately
traced to the Latin, granum [grains].

TEDES LIRSS

The Latin word, parere, meaning pro-
ducing or bearing, appears in obstetrical
parous, parity and viviparous [producing
living young; see also words such as vivid
and vivisection.] Parity, from the Latin,
paritas meaning equal, generates a word
spelled the same as the obstetrical ‘parity’
but with a different meaning of equality
(as in the phrase ‘military parity.)

Parturient, meaning to be in labor,
about to deliver, descends from the Latin,
parturire, (literally, to wish to bring forth)
and ultimately from paere, to bring forth.
Cognate words include post-partum,
parity, multiparous, oviparous, puer-
peral, parent and even repertory (re-
parare).

Labor, meaning to toil, to experience
hardship, to work, is derived from the
Latin, /abare, meaning to totter, to slip
out. Derivative words include laboratory,
belabor, elaborate and collaboration.

Obstetrician, is from the Latin,
obstetricus, literally meaning, ‘she who
stands before’, from the Latin prefix, 0b-
[before] and stare [to stand]. That is, a
midwife.

Midwife in an Old German term lit-
erally meaning ‘with woman’; the mid-
prefix is equivalent to the German, mit,
meaning with.

Fecundity is from the Latin, fecundus,
meaning fruitful, fertile ; literally, “that
which is produced.” And fertile derives
from the Latin, fertilis and ultimately from
ferre, to carry to bear, to produce.
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