
    The surge of health care professionals in electoral
politics is one measure of the success of the Medical
Society’s day-long course “Getting Elected 101,” which
RIMS first offered in November 2003.
   The three physician candidates and the social worker
running for the General Assembly are all graduates of
that first RIMS campaign school, and the other
candidates were inspired by it.
     The school received enthusiastic re-
views for quality and value from its 43
registrants.
   The premise of the RIMS campaign
school was two-fold. First, the profes-
sion and the public are well served when
physicians and other health care profes-
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sionals bring their values and their experience to the pro-
cess of making public policy.
   Second, just one physician in the General Assembly
would be in an influential position to exercise leadership
and serve as a resource for other members of the legis-

lature on issues relating to health care and medical
economics.

     Since General Assembly members serve
part-time and have virtually no staff or re-
search support, they rely heavily upon each
other for expertise and judgment on the
issues.
    No physician has served in the Rhode
Island General Assembly in over a de-
cade.

Supporting physicians’ political activism

The Honorable Charles Norwood (D-GA) was the keynote speaker for the seminar (pictured at left with
RIMPAC Chair Dr. Anthony Cirrillo). State Senator Elizabeth Roberts,  Representative Arthur Corvese (center)
and RI Lt. Governor Charles Fogerty also made presentations and talked with audience members.


