
Rhode Island Medical Political Action Committee
2004 General Assembly Candidate Questionnaire

Health insurance coverage   Rhode Island traditionally does better than most of the country in the
providing health insurance coverage to its citizenry. However, the numbers of the uninsured and underinsured are
on the rise again in Rhode Island. We ask your opinion on a few of the options for addressing this worrisome
trend.

1. Do you support a system of universal health care coverage for all Rhode Islanders?   Yes   No

If Yes, what would you consider the best means to achieve universal coverage? (Please circle
one.)

a. Create a government-based and –financed single-payer system.
b. Provide tax breaks and financial incentives and require individuals and families to purchase health

insurance.
c. Provide tax breaks and financial incentives and require employers to purchase health insurance for

their employees while expanding government programs to cover the unemployed.
d. Other. (Please describe.)

2. Should state law require that all health insurance policies provide coverage for prescription drugs?  Yes
No

3. A dominant feature of our health care system is a huge imbalance between the concentrated market power
of insurance companies and the relative powerlessness of those who are closest to patients. Should
lawmakers create a better balance in our health care system by providing health care professionals with a
reasonable way of negotiating the terms of their relationship with insurance companies?
Yes    No

4. a. Do you favor strengthening Rhode Island’s Mental Health Parity Law to end discrimination by insurers
against mental health professionals, compared with other similarly trained and qualified health
professionals?   Yes   No

b. Do you favor strengthening Rhode Island’s Mental Health Parity Law to ensure that insurers cover an
adequate range of mental health services?   Yes   No



Public health issues and policies

6.   Do you favor greater restrictions on the sale and possession of firearms to individuals accused/convicted
of domestic violence?   Yes   No

7. Do you support requiring individuals to purchase trigger locks when purchasing firearms?   Yes    No

8. Do you support allowing physicians to prescribe marijuana for patients suffering from certain diseases if
evidence suggests that such patients can benefit from using marijuana?   Yes    No

9. Do you see any health care concern posed by the potential expansion of casino gambling in Rhode Island?
Yes   No

Medical Liability Reform    As you have read and heard, the availability of medical services is
threatened by the rapidly rising cost of medical liability insurance.  In the past 10 years, the cost of liability
has more than doubled for the average Rhode Island physician. For many, the cost has more than tripled.  The
costs of defending and settling medical liability cases in Rhode Island are among the highest in the nation,
and the Rhode Island process is the nation’s slowest (6.4 years on average).

10. Do you think that the validity of a potential medical malpractice case should be verified by an
independent medical expert before the case can be filed in court?  (21 states currently have this requirement.)
Yes    No

11.  Do you think that meaningful medical liability reform could help control health care costs and improve
patients’ access to specialists by reducing the practice of “defensive medicine”?   Yes    No

12. Do you support placing a reasonable limit on the amount of awarded by courts for non-economic damages
(i.e., damages that cannot be objectively quantified) as a measure to stabilize medical liability premiums?
Yes    No

13. Because liability cases can take so long, settlements and payouts include interest going back to the
beginning of the case. This is fair to both plaintiffs and defendants, -- as long as the interest rate applied is
fair. In Rhode Island, the interest rate is frozen in law at 12%, by far the highest rate in the nation. Do you
believe that Rhode Island should have a formula for setting prejudgment interest at a rate that is always a fair
reflection of actual economic conditions?  Yes   No



14. Would you support lowering the age at which a lawsuit may be filed on behalf of a minor (currently 18
years in Rhode Island, compared with the national average of 10 years) as a measure to control the rise of
medical liability premiums?  Yes    No

15. Would you support legislation designed to speed up the legal process in order to deliver justice more
quickly and reduce overall costs of litigation?  (In Rhode Island it takes an average of 6.4 years to resolve a
medical liability case, the longest in the nation; some states deliver justice to plaintiffs in half that time.)   Yes
No

FINALLY:

Please tell us what you consider to be the biggest health care issue facing the constituents of your district.

_____________________________________________________________________
      ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.  Please return it in the enclosed postage-paid
envelope.

NAME   ____________________________________ DISTRICT  ________________



SENATE RESPONSES

X = Incumbent $ = RIMS contributed to campaign     Y = yes N = no        N/A = no answer

Dst. Senate Candidate 1 2 2 4A 4B 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

1 $ X Maryellen Goodwin N/A
1 Daniel J. Grzych N/A
1 $ Donald C. Izzo, Jr. N/A
2 Brian P. Mayben N/A
2 $ X Juan M. Pichardo N/A
3 $ Barry W. Fain Y N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
3 X Rhoda E. Perry N/A
4 Eze Aso N/A
4 X Dominick J. Ruggerio N/A
5 $ X Frank T. Caprio N/A
5 Jeffrey Toste N/A
6 Harold M. Metts N/A
7 $ X Frank A. Ciccone, III Y,A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N/A N Y Y
7 Philip Stone N/A
8 James E. Doyle, II N/A
8 Martin J. Healy N/A
9 $ X David E. Bates Y,C Y N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N/A Y Y N/A Y
9 E. Jenny K. Flanagan N/A
11 Charles J. Levesque Y,A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N Y
11 Hubert E. Little N/A
12 $ X June N. Gibbs N/A N Y Y Y Y N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y N/A Y
12 Eileen M. Spillane N/A
13 $ X M. Teresa Paiva-Weed N/A
13 $ John J. Slocum, III N/A
17 Arthur H. Fletcher N/A
17 $ X Joseph A. Montalbano N/A
18 X Michael J. Damiani N/A



18 $ Lloyd Monroe Y,D Y Y Y Y Y N N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
19 $ X Daniel P. Connors N/A
19 John F. Gormly N/A
19 Ruth E. Ricciarelli N/A
21 X Marc A. Cote N/A
21 Harvey F. Nabozny N/A
22 Brian C. Newberry N/A
22 $ X John J. Tassoni, Jr. N/A
23 $ X Paul W. Fogarty N/A
23 Russell A. Howard N/A
24 X Leo R. Blais Y,A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y
24 Salvatore Lombardi N/A
26 X Beatrice A. Lanzi N/A
26 Randy R. Rossi Y,C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
27 $ X Hanna M. Gallo N/A
27 Charles L. Rossi N/A
28 Joseph C. Castellone N/A
28 $ X Elizabeth H. Roberts N/A
30 Roland A. Denomme Y,B Y Y Y Y Y Y N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
30 $ X William A. Walaska N/A
31 Alfred Ferruolo, Jr. N/A
31 $ X John C. Revens, Jr. N/A
32 $ X Stephen D. Alves N/A
32 John J. Clarke, Jr. N/A
34 X Kevin A. Breene N/A
34 Carl L. Sheeler Y,C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
35 $ X J. Michael Lenihan N/A
35 Shelagh T. McGowan N/A
36 $ Robin Porter N/A
36 $ X James C. Sheehan Y,D Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
37 David E. Cote N/A
37 $ X V. Susan Sosnowski N/A



HOUSE RESPONSES

X = Incumbent $ = RIMS contributed to campaign     Y = yes N = no        N/A = no answer

Dst.
House Candidate 1 2 3 4

A

4B 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

1 Anthony F. Demings Y,B Y Y N/A Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y N N Y
1 Daniel J. Grzych N/A
1 $ X John  McCauley, Jr N/A
2 Jason F. Kircher N/A
2 $ X Paul E. Moura N/A
3 $ X Edith H. Ajello Y,A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N/A Y Y Y
3 Daniel Harrop, III, MD N/A
4 $ X Gordon D. Fox N/A
4 Paul P. Tarullo N/A
5 X John J. DeSimone N/A
5 Ramiro Fernandez N/A
6 Louis A. DiManni N/A
6 $ X Peter N. Wasylyk N/A
7 $ X Joanne M. Giannini N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
7 Jeffrey R. Szymanski N/A
8 $ X Steven M. Costantino N/A
8 Gabriel L. Francis N/A
9 Marc Hiralien N/A
9 $ X Anastasia P. Williams Y, A,C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y
10 Matthew Camp N/A
10 $ X Thomas C. Slater N/A
11 Ryan Patrick Curran N/A
11 $ Grace Diaz Y,A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N Y
15 James F. Davey Y,A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y
15 $ X Frank A. Montanaro N/A
16 Michael S. Imbruglia N/A
16 $ X Peter G. Palumbo N/A
17 Jasper P. Bedrosian N/A



17 $ X Robert B. Jacquard Y,A Y Y Y Y Y Y N/A Y Y Y Y N Y Y
18 Robert J. Clarkin N/A
18 $ X Arthur Handy N/A
19 Paul J. Cannistra N/A
19 $ X Joseph McNamara Y,C Y Y Y Y Y Y N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
21 $ X Eileen Slattery Naughton N/A
21 Timothy E. Perpall N/A
25 David M. Cerullo N/A
25 $ X Timothy A. Williamson N/A
26 Patricia L. Morgan N/A
26 $ X William J. Murphy N/A
27 Thomas K. Jones N/A
27 X Norman Landroche, Jr N/A
28 Scott J. Guthrie Y,A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
28 X Victor G. Moffitt Y,C N/A Y Y Y N N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
29 William A. Brackett N/A
29 $ Raymond J. Sullivan, Jr. N/A
31 $ X Kenneth Carter N/A
31 Carol H. Hueston N/A
31 John A. Toro N/A
32 $ David W. Ashley, MD N/A
32 Laurence W. Ehrhardt N/A
33 X Donald J. Lally, Jr. N/A
33 Karen A. Salvatore N/A
35 Malcolm J. MacKenzie Y,A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
35 $ X John Patrick Shanley, Jr. N/A N/A Y Y Y Y N Y N/A N/A Y Y Y Y Y
36 $ X Matthew J. McHugh N/A
36 Forrester G. Safford N/A
37 Edward L. Kern, Jr N/A
37 $ X Peter L. Lewiss Y,A N Y N/A N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
38 George M. Abbott N/A
38 $ X Brian Patrick Kennedy Y,A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
41 Pamela Carosi N/A
41 X Carol A. Mumford N N Y Y N N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
42 $ Diane Giarrusso N/A



42 Stephen R. Ucci N/A
43 Annette Berarducci N/A
43 Sharon Parrillo-Mulligan N/A
43 X Joseph J. Voccola N/A
44 $ Todd S. Manni N/A
44 $ X Peter J. Petrarca Y,C Y Y Y Y N/A N/A Y N Y N N N N Y
45 Marc R. Beausoleil N/A
45 $ X Rene R. Menard N/A
46 John Douglas Barr, II Y,B N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N/A Y
46 John J. Cullen N/A
46 X William J. McManus N/A
47 Wayne G. Barber N/A
47 $ Edwin R. Pacheco N/A
48 Raymond C. Church Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
48 Paul H. Laprade N/A
49 X David E. Laroche N/A
49 Michael E. Moniz N/A
52 Thomas E. Hefner N/A
52 Richard W. Singleton N/A
53 Andrew M. Lyon, III N/A
53 X Thomas J. Winfield Y N Y Y Y Y N Y N/A Y Y Y Y N/A Y
56 X Joseph L. Faria Y,B Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
56 Robert A. Ferri N/A
57 Ernest J. Cabral N/A N N/A N/A N/A Y N N N/A Y Y Y N Y Y
57 X Joseph P. Moran, III N/A
59 Jean Philippe Barros N/A
59 J. Patrick O'Neill N/A
60 John T. Arcaro N/A
60 X Elaine A. Coderre N/A
62 X Elizabeth M. Dennigan N/A
62 Paul A. Dinsmore N/A
62 Steven E. Kapalka N/A N N/A Y
63 Robert E. Cusack N/A
63 X Henry C. Rose N/A
64 Helio Melo N/A



64 Michael P. Robinson N/A
64 Julie A. Silva N/A
65 Orlando A. Andreoni N/A
65 $ X John A. Savage N/A
67 $ X Jan Malik N/A
67 Frank L. Nencka N/A
67 Brian M. Reynolds N/A
69 X Raymond Gallison, Jr. Y,C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
69 Michael A. Smith N/A
70 X Joseph N. Amaral N/A
70 $ K. Nicholas Tsiongas, MD Y,D Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N/A Y
71 $ Michael B. Forte, Jr. N/A
71 John J. Loughlin II N/A
72 X Christine H. Callahan N/A
72 Amy G. Rice N/A
73 J. Russell Jackson N/A
73 David A. Quiroa N/A
74 George R. Levesque N/A
74 $ X Bruce J. Long N/A
75 X Paul W. Crowley N/A
75 Anthony J. Kibble N/A
75 Gary F. Tiner N/A


